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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th 
June 2022 at 7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting 
Room.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

Part 1 Public and press present  

 
Present 
Councillor Mark Hill – Vice Chairman 
Councillor John Spence  
Councillor Mark Wakerly  
Emma Bambrook – Clerk  
Councillor John Wray – Cheshire East Council Ward Councillor 
John Heselwood – Cheshire Community Action 
 

 

Public Forum  

 
4 members of the public were present. 
 
Residents were concerned about planning application 22/1930C Mount Pleasant Farm, 
Giantswood Lane, Hulme Walfield, Cheshire, CW12 2JJ, in particular, access from 
Giantswood Lane.  Residents were advised that the council were seeking to arrange a 
public meeting with the developers, with a provisional date of 27th June.  The date, along 
with the venue, would be confirmed as soon as possible.  The deadline for comments is 
14th July, which is the date of the next council meeting, but the Clerk will seek an extension 
to this deadline on the basis that notification was received on Monday 13th June, missing 
the agenda for this council meeting.  This, along with the fact that this is a major 
development in a rural community, means that councillors and residents need time to be 
able to hear from the developers at a public meeting and formulate a full response to the 
application. 
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A resident asked whether the public were aware of the rescheduled date for the July 
council meeting.  It was confirmed that this date had been re-scheduled in January, and 
that the website and noticeboards had been updated shortly afterwards and were correct.  
The Clerk agreed to put a post on the website nearer the time to remind people. 
 
The council were asked whether the planned meeting with the local Highways Officer had 
been scheduled.  The Clerk said that she would ask the Chairman for an update on this. 
 

 

91/22 Apologies for absence  

Cllrs. Vic Brown and Adam Scott 

92/22 Declarations of Interest 

NIL 

93/22 Approval of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th May 2022 
be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 

94/22 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

95/22 Rural Housing Needs Survey briefing by John Heselwood of Cheshire 
Community Action (CCA). 

John Heselwood provided some background to the work of the CCA and an overview of 
the Rural Housing Survey and assessment process which takes approximately three 
months.  The report produced following the survey can be used to aid the production or 
review of Neighbourhood Plans and to support responses to planning applications.  The 
shelf-life of the data is approximately five years.  A one-month consultation period is 
usually sufficient. 
 
Councils have the option of reducing the cost quoted by undertaking to do some of the 
work in-house, for example by entering paper responses online.  It was noted that the 
survey was likely to be carried out in September 2022. 
 
Two quotes had been obtained by the council for this work which, due to the specialist 
nature of the service, was deemed to be sufficient under the Council’s Financial 
Regulation 11.1 (a) (ii).  Members reviewed the quotations received (See appendix A1). 
 
It was RESOLVED that, having regard for the specialist nature of this proposal, and 
having obtained two quotes, the council would instruct John Heselwood (Cheshire 
Community Action) to conduct a comprehensive survey of local housing need within the 
parishes of Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths. 
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96/22 To receive the Chairman’s Report and any responses to correspondence.   

The Chairman’s report was noted by the council.  See appendix A2.  With respect to Cllr 
Brown’s meeting with Congleton Town Council, Cllr. Hill proposed that the Parish Council 
has a separate meeting to discuss the council’s approach going forwards.  The Clerk was 
asked to arrange a meeting between Parish Councillors. 
 
The Alderley Gate Residents’ Group held a debrief following the Jubilee event.  Overall, 
the event was a success with a full cross section of the development attending and 
enjoying the event.  Funds were raised from the event so a donation can be made to the 
local food bank.  It was, however, hard work. 

97/22 Cheshire East Councillor’s Report 

Cllr. Wray reported that it was his understanding that, with regard to planning application 
22/1930C, the plan was and still is for emergency vehicle access only.  He advised that 
the council should make this a condition of the granting of any planning consent.  Cllr. 
Wakerly highlighted that the concern over this has arisen because CEC had a 
requirement to have interconnectivity between housing developments and there has been 
no statement to say that this isn’t still the case, and planning permission is therefore being 
sought on what is currently CEC’s requirements. 

98/22 To receive any updates on the blocked culvert, Mill Lane. 

Cllr. Wakerly advised that this was an issue that went back some time and resulted in an 
impasse between BT and Cheshire East Council.  Water runs into the BT box and is still 
a problem even after BT had fitted a drain.  The Clerk will gather the background 
information and refer this back to Highways.   

99/22 To discuss the complaints received over noise from the Redrow development 
and consider appropriate action. 

Cllr. Hill has spoken to Redrow and advised them the CEC Environmental Health were 
now involved.  The problem of machinery starting before 8am has been resolved following 
Cllr. Hill’s conversation with the Land Director and there have been no new complaints 
and the Environmental Health Officer hasn’t received any new complaints.  A meeting on 
site has been arranged for the end of the month and it is hoped that at this point this 
problem can be considered closed for the time being.   
 
The Environmental Health Officer is also going to investigate whether the noise made by 
the reversing alert on large vehicles falls within legal limits and will report back. 

100/22 To consider the following planning applications and any others since the 
publication of the agenda: 

22/1930C MOUNT PLEASANT FARM, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME WALFIELD, 
CHESHIRE, CW12 2JJ. 
This application was received after the publication of the agenda and has a comments 
deadline of 14th July.  Plans for a public meeting and a request to extend the deadline 
were discussed during the public forum.  

https://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=22/1930C&query=bb81cee0-b4e1-48b4-a5bf-88fb7127d636
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100/22 To ratify the comments submitted for the following applications which 
required comments before this meeting: 

22/1427C LAND OFF, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME WALFIELD, CHESHIRE.  
Advertisement consent, Proposal for 2x V Stack Signage and 24x Flag Poles  
 
Comments submitted:  No comment. 
 
22/1028C Fieldhouse Farm, SWETTENHAM ROAD, SOMERFORD BOOTHS, CW12 
2JX.  Full Planning.  Replacement dwelling. 
 
Comments submitted:  While the council recognise the normal commercial practice of 
flags to promote residential sales, the council considers the current proposal to be 
excessive and disproportionate, and would like to request that the number of flags within 
the Parish area, i.e. over the stream and adjacent to Lomas Way, should be reduced from 
9 to 5 with a maximum of 2 on the frontage to Lomas.Way. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council approved the comments submitted for 
planning applications 22/1427C and 22/1028C. 
 
101/22 To receive and note reports from the members: 
Cllr. Mark Hill  
Nothing additional to add. 
 
Cllr. John Spence 
There was an incident of noise from a party on Giantswood Lane and concern that there 
was a lot of noise and people at house where the owner’s teenage son was at home 
alone.  Police attended and were happy that everyone was safe and that people were 
simply waiting to be collected by parents. 
 
A resident asked Cllr. Spence what was happening to Eaton Quarry.  Following 
investigation it appears that there are plans for expansion which could result in permanent 
closure of School Lane which connects Eaton, from the junction with Smithy Lane and 
the A34.  Marton Parish Council are involved as the expansion would that the quarry 
further into Marton.  Cllr. Spence will report back with further information. 
 
The Alderley Gate Neighbourhood Watch is gaining ground with 12 residences on 
Giantswood Lane involved.  The Fisheries are going to wait until all the developments are 
built and then tie in with them. 
 
Cllr. Mark Wakerly 
NIL 
 
Cllr. Adam Scott  
NIL 

file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/HULME%20WALFIELD&SOMERFORD%20BOOTHS/AGENDA/2022/22/1427C
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=22/1028C&query=58364d12-67a1-4b10-83e8-2a2a6b1e3e23
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102/22 To receive and resolve to approve the accounts for payment 

BALANCE OF ACCOUNT: £30154.30 
 
PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL: 
£317.29 Clerk’s Salary May 
£214.20 Crewe Colour Printers Newsletter 
£    8.00 HSBC Bank Charges 
£  20.00         Cheshire Community Action Annual Subscription 
 
RECEIPTS: 
 
£250.00 Donation from Redrow to support Jubilee event 
£    1.54 Lloyds Banking Group 
 
It was RESOLVED that the above payments be approved and signed as an accurate 
record. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as an accurate record and the 
paperwork was signed as such by the Chairman of the meeting, Cllr. Hill. 

103/22 To receive and note the contents of the Clerk’s Report. 

The Clerk had received a request to ask that the hedges and trees on Radnor Bank be 
cut back as they are overgrown and are reducing the width of the lane.  Having sought 
clarification on the location, this issue has been referred to CEC Highways.  

104/22 To confirm receipt of a donation of £250 from Redrow to support the Jubilee 
Celebration and to agree transfer of funds into earmarked reserves. 

It was confirmed that the £250 from Redrow had been received into the Council’s bank 
account and had been placed in Earmarked Reserves.  It was confirmed that, as per 
minute reference 82/22, these funds should be transferred into the Alderley Gate 
Residents’ Group bank account.  It was further confirmed that, as per minute reference 
82/22, the sum of £200 be paid from General Reserves as the contribution from the Parish 
Council to the Residents’ Group.  This will cover the cost of the hire of musicians, drinks 
licence, prizes, hire of fete equipment and a donation to the Mayor of Congleton’s charity 
fund. 

105/22 To note the date of the Eaton and Hulme Walfield Garden Party on 9th July. 

The garden party is a traditional event, held on behalf of the ecclesiastical parishes of 
Hulme Walton and Eaton.  It is being held on 9th July at Eaton Parish Hall from 3pm. 
Councillors were asked to consider offering practical help such as selling raffle tickets, 
help setting up on 8th July, parking on the day and assistance with take down afterwards. 

106/22 To discuss the provision of planters and possible locations. 

Cllr. Hill requested that this be deferred pending the outcome of discussions with Trust 
Management over costings and layout. 
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107/22 To note the date of the next meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Thursday 14th July. 
 
Meeting closed at  9.15pm 
 

Appendices  
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Research and Consultation, Cheshire East Council 

01270 685 890 

RandC@cheshireeast.gov.uk 

Rural Housing Needs Survey 2022 

Cost Estimate for Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths 

Survey specification 

Number of households in the Parish = 282 

Estimated response rate = 40% 

Number of final reports required = 1 

Overall cost estimate 

The following estimate is correct as of 20 April 2022, and may be subject to change. 

Printing £118.72 

Postage £289.67 

Admin £109.98 

Organisation and analysis £300.00 

Total cost estimate ex. VAT  
£818.37 

Cost estimate breakdown 

Printing £118.72 

 Questionnaire £67.68 

 Cover letter £19.74 

 
Main envelope £21.15 

 Return envelope £10.15 

  

Postage 

 

£289.67 

 Outgoing (2nd class) £245.34 

 Returns (2nd class) £44.33 

  

Admin £109.98 

 Data inputting £84.60 

 Open comments coding £25.38 

  
Organisation and analysis £300.00 

 Organisation £100.00 

 Analysis & Report writing £200.00 

 



 

 Queens House Annexe, Queens Road, Chester 
CH1 3BQ 

t: 01244 400222   
e: enquiries@cheshireaction.org.uk 

www.cheshireaction.org.uk 

 

  

Registered Charity: 1074676  | Company No: 3555199  |   
Reg. in England and Wales  
Registered office: Queens House Annexe, Queens Road, Chester, CH1 3BQ 
Registered name: Cheshire Community Council 

 

 

24th May 2022 
Dear Councillor Brown, 
 
Quote for Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths Housing Needs Survey and Assessment 
 
Thank you for asking Cheshire Community Action (CCA) to provide a quote for a housing needs survey 
and assessment in Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths Parish. As the Parish Council is a member of 
CCA, a 10% is included on our day rates. CCA is a registered charity, and therefore it does not charge 
VAT (other than that of our suppliers for printing). The proposal is broken down into the following items: 
 

Item £ 

Creation of the printed and online survey questions 
 (0.5 day @380/day) 
 

 
£190.00 

Printing and preparation of mail out and freepost returns to (external cost) 
Up to 300 surveys printed, mail merged on to envelopes and prepared for postage with 
freepost return envelopes enclosed. 
 
Note: If the Parish Council would prefer to print, distribute and collect surveys itself 
locally, you can discount this item from our costs. 
 

 
£500.00 

Data Entry 
CCA will input the written response data into an online collector to ensure all data can be 
analysed efficiently.  
(up to 2 days @£200/day) 
 
Note: Similarly, some parish councils save costs on this item by entering the paper 
responses online themselves. No personal (identifiable) information is collected so this is 
not an issue for data protection and the anonymity of respondents. 
 

 
£400.00 

Analysis of survey results 
A detailed independent report will be produced to show the analysis of the household 
survey results.  
(2 days @£380/day)  
 

 
£760.00 

Additional analysis of secondary data (optional) 
An additional analysis of demographic trends, pipeline planning permissions, housing 
register demand, turnover of existing stock, and a local housing market analysis can be 
included to give a more complete picture of housing needs. 
(1.5 days @£380/day) 
 

 
£570.00 

TOTAL: £2,420.00 

TOTAL INCLUDING 10% MEMBERS’ DISCOUNT ON DAY RATES: £2,228.00 

       



Quotes from CCA are valid for up to 3 months after the date of issue. If you have any questions or 
require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
John Heselwood 
Email: john.heselwood@cheshireaction.org.uk 
Tel: 07723062756 

mailto:john.heselwood@cheshireaction.org.uk


Chairman's Report : HWSBPC : 16th June 2022 
 

Report on discussions with David McGovern : Chief Executive : Congleton TC 
 
Following the acceptance of the boundary proposals by Cheshire East on the 27th 
April 2022, I arranged, at his suggestion,  a meeting with David McGovern, Chief 
Executive of Congleton TC.  The purpose of the meeting was to explore the 
implications of the proposals which had been approved 
(https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=239
&MId=9232&Ver=4).  
 
We met on the 13th May.   The purpose of the meeting was to understand :- 
⚫ What would be the likely reaction of Congleton Town Council to the decision 

which had gone against their expectations 
⚫ The future perspective as far as HWSBPC sees it 
⚫ To try and establish some practical steps to ensure mutual, beneficial 

cooperation and joint working. 
 
Mr Mc Govern outlined the reasons why Congleton TC were so strongly opposed to 
the approved recommendation.  It had been their understanding, over a number of 
years, that the original proposal would be a virtual fait-accompli, and their 
budgets/business plan had been based on this assumption.  They considered that the 
numerical number of objections from HWSB was not sufficient to have changed the 
recommendation to such an extent. 
 
In reply, I explained that the quality ( rather than quantity) of community responses 
was the essence, and that officers, having embarked upon a meaningful public 
consultation, had properly taken account of the strong views expressed both by 
existing residents and newer ones now living on Alderley Gate.  This was that they 
welcomed being part of a rural facing, pro-active Parish Council who would best 
represent their concerns on matters such as planning and community services.  
Under the previous proposals, these residents would only have had 1 councillor 
representing them on what is essentially an urban-facing council. 
 
I further explained that a further review would be appropriate in a minimum of 5 
years when the substantial amount of new housing within the link road boundary 
had been built and occupied. At that stage, a different outcome might be anticipated 
as the new community of Hulme Walfield establishes and develops. 
 
It is possible that Congleton TC may still press for a review of the recommendations, 
but this is legally unlikely within 2 years at the minimum. 
 
We then turned to look at the practical ways in which both Councils might work 
together for mutual benefit.  Both parties, and several Congleton Town Councillors I 
have spoken to since, have agreed that this is a far more practical and positive 
outcome. 
 

peter
Text Box
A2



The measures which we agreed were :- 
 
⚫ That I would try and attend the monthly meetings of the Town Council to better 

understand issues of mutual interests 
⚫ That representatives of both Councils would meet, perhaps every three months, 

for a more in-depth discussion about plans of joint interest, particularly where 
there were items of mutual benefit 

⚫ That HWSB PC would advise the Chief Executive of issues or proposals which it 
was pursuing with either benefits or implications for the residents of Congleton. 

 
In this respect I also attended the Annual Town Council meeting on the 17th May 
when I was able to publicly restate the views expressed above to Councillors and 
Officers present. 
 
 
Received estimate for upgrade of FP7 - for submission to Cheshire East/ Castle 
Green  re application 22/1427C - s106 contribution 
 
Following a meeting with management and consultants from Castle Green on the  
23rd February, a number of key points were raised about their application.  One 
specific one was the need to seek s106 funding which would allow the section of FP7 
( from Rood Hill Congleton up to the West-East Greenway to be improved to an all-
weather standard for use by walkers and cyclists. 
 
 
In their reply to the Parish Council ( dated 15th March) [ full copy previously 
circulated to Councillors) they made the following comments :- 
 
Footpath FP7 
  
The proposed development accommodates the route of Footpath FP7 through the scheme, and for the 
majority of its length the footpath passes through areas of public open space or along routes 
separated from the estate roads by landscaped verges. Where away from the estate roads, such as 
around the connection to the Greenway, it is widened in such a way as to accommodate both 
pedestrians and cycle users. 
  
Potential Contribution to Public Rights of Way 
  
CGH is willing to consider a contribution to Rights of Way upgrades and connectivity to the East-West 
Greenway, as discussed during the meeting. However, a costing exercise would need to be undertaken 
for any potential Section 106 contributions to be considered by CGH. CGH would discuss any potential 
Section 106 contributions with CEC during the determination of the planning application.  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 
 
I have written and suggested a contribution of £30,000 towards the above, out of a total estimate of 
£46240 + VAT. The balance would come from our CIL levy balance and reserved funds of £10,000 plus 
other contributions from Cheshire East Highways and possibly Congleton Council. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Report on Platinum Jubilee Event 
 
The joint Platinum Jubilee Celebrations with Alderley Gate residents was a most 
enjoyable event, echoing the old adage ‘ it will be all right on the night’.   We were 
blessed with fine weather and the return of Cllr Hill ( though still not in the best of 
health).    
 
Organisation had been , to say the least, challenging.   Attendance by the new 
Congleton Mayor ( Cllr Margaret Gartside)  and Cllr Suzie Akers-Smith was 
appreciated, as was their role as official beer tasters to the Ukrainian beer on offer.  
Last minute running around through the goodwill of Walkers Strings - Congleton 
secured some live performers who added greatly to the ambiance.  Side stalls were 
procured from Eaton Carnival Committee together with a successful cake stall and 
raffle prizes from Alderley Gate residents.  Tables were loaned by Congleton TC. 
 
Was it a good day - yes.  Would I do it again - ask me next year!    




