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Annual Parish Meeting  

It was good to see so many residents at the Annual 

Parish Meeting on 21st April. The council was             

fortunate to have two extremely interesting guest 

speakers in attendance; Brian Reed, Head of          

Democratic Services and Cheshire East Project Lead 

for the Community Governance Review of Town and 

Parish Council Governance, who spoke about the     

review process and implications for the future.  Cllr. 

Robert Douglas, Congleton Town Council, gave a 

presentation on the much-disputed closure of the 

Congleton replacement recycling site and the case for 

its replacement.  Both of these provided timely and 

relevant information and each speaker answered 

questions from the public present. 

Chairman, Cllr. Vic Brown, presented the Annual     

Report which covered a review of the council’s        

activities this year and plans for the future.  Everyone 

enjoyed light refreshments and a chance to chat. 

A copy of the minutes of the meeting and a copy of 

the Chairman’s Report are available on the council’s 

website or can be obtained in an alternative format by 

contacting the Clerk. 

Statement of Accounts 

The precept is an annual sum of money which is       

collected with the Council Tax by Cheshire East     

Council.  The precept for 2021/22 was set at £11,500, 

down from £13,000 in the previous year.  Following an 

in-depth budget planning process, the council          

calculated that the precept could be maintained at 

£11,500 for 2022/23.  

Opening Balance: £25,172.12 

Excess of Receipts over Payments:  £3,662.87 

Closing Balance:   £28,834.99 

Reserves 

The council’s general reserves should represent       

approximately a year’s worth of precept payments in 

order to provide a working balance (smooth cash 

flow) and to cover contingencies such as elections. 

The council’s earmarked reserves represent money 

that is set aside for future projects. 

General Reserves:  £15,351.99  

Earmarked Reserves:  £13,483.00 

Payments 2021/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receipts  

The Parish Council receives the majority of its income 

through the precept.  Other income includes small 

amounts of bank interest and VAT refunds on certain 

items which are purchased throughout the year. 



Contacting the Council:  Parish Clerk, Emma Bambrook 07967 302707 or clerk@hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk.      

Website:   www.hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

Hulme Walfield Ward Councillors              Somerford Booths Ward Councillors 
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Each year the Parish Council makes a budget available each year to provide grants and donations  

to local groups for the benefit of the community.  The Alderley Gate Residents’ Group received 

£2,500 to create the Queen  Elizabeth II Community Orchard in Hulme Walfield.   

In addition, using the General Power of  Competence, the Council made donations to organisations providing   

humanitarian relief to those suffering through the war in Ukraine; The  Disasters Emergency Committee and   

International Aid Trust received £750 each.  A sum of £500 was donated to a newly formed group which has 

been established to respond to the needs of Ukrainian refugees being housed in the area.  If you would like     

further information on applying for a grant then please contact the Clerk. 

Grants & Donations 

Community Governance Review—The Results 

Following a tense and exciting special meeting of     

Cheshire East Council on Wednesday 27th April at   

Macclesfield Town Hall, the future of Hulme Walfield & 

Somerford Booths Parish Council was settled.  The Full 

Council voted, by a substantial majority, to approve the 

recommendations of its officers and Boundary Review 

sub-committee.  Chairman, Cllr. Vic Brown, along with 

representatives from other neighbouring Parish     

Councils, made impassioned speeches and Cheshire 

East Council recognised the strongly expressed views of 

the community as evidence that the needs and           

aspirations of our present residents will be best served 

by a strong, well-financed and expanded Parish council 

keen to continue its proactive and community focussed 

work.  

While the future is not entirely clear, it is now settled 

for a minimum of two years and most likely longer than 

that. Cllr. Brown explained, “The recommendations 

contain a clear and well justified community case for 

the retention of the present arrangements at least until 

the completion of the planned development of around 

1000 new houses.  My Parish Council is very active in 

the planning  process for these sites and wishes to    

ensure the best design, communication and ongoing 

development of them.” 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations—Save the Date 

Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths Parish Council is delighted to join with Alderley Gate Residents Group in a 

celebration of Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.   

The event will take place on Saturday 4th June, between 12pm and 5pm at the play area off 

Lomas Way.  Bring a picnic and enjoy games for all the family, refreshments, live band, and 

food stalls.   

There is no charge for entry and any proceeds will be donated to support local food banks. 

Everyone is welcome—bring your family and friends.  


