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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 21st 

April 2022 at 7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting 
Room.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
Present:  Cllr. Vic Brown (Chairman), Cllr. Mark Hill (Vice Chairman), Cllr. John 
Spence, Cllr. Adam Scott, Cllr. Mark Wakerly 
 
Brian Reed (Head of Democratic Services at Cheshire East Council), Cllr. Robert 
Douglas (Congleton Town Council), Cllr, John Wray (Cheshire East Council Ward 
Councillor). 
 
14 members of the public 
 
A written report from councillors (Appendix 1) and the statement of unaudited accounts 
for the financial year 2021/2022 (Appendix 2) was distributed to all the attendees.   

1.  Welcome and Introduction 

The Chairman, Cllr. Vic Brown welcomed everyone and introduced the speakers. 

2. To approve the minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting Held on 22nd April 
2022.   

 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd April 2021 
be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 

3. Presentation by Brian Reed, Cheshire East Project Lead for the Community 
Governance Review of Town and Parish Council Governance: The Review 
process, and implications into the future.   

 
Mr Reed commented that it was lovely to meet the Parish Council as an officer of Cheshire 
East and to see local democracy at work.  Since beginning to lead the Community 
Governance Review (CGR) three and a half years ago, he has been increasingly aware 
of the importance of the work of Parish Councils.  Mr Reed thanked the Chairman for 
inviting him and highlighted that he had made it clear to Cllr. Brown that he would only be 
able to address matters of process and general implications for the future for parish 
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councils which may be subject to governance change.  As project lead Mr Reed advised 
that he could not pre-judge the outcome of next week’s CEC meeting, nor appear to 
support any parish or town case. 
 
As the information was already in the public domain, an outline summary of the 
recommendations for the parish council which would be made to the CEC meeting was 
provided: 
 

• Increase the number of parish council seats from 5 to 9 

• Hulme Walfield Ward – 6 seats 

• Somerford Booths – 3 seats 

The report recommendations show that the officer team took into account that there were 
more nominations than seats in the 2019 election and that the major housing sites were 
also considered. 
 
The public report showed that at the draft recommendation stage it had been proposed 
that parts of the parish south of the Link Road, be transferred to Congleton and that there 
should be a merger of the parish council. 
 
The consultation produced many responses which are available to view in detail at around 
page 425 of the report appendices.  Mr Reed commented that with such a large exercise 
there will always be those who hold strongly opposing views.  When CEC elected 
members meet on 27th April, they must consider all the consultation responses, legislation 
requirements, Government guidance and the terms of reference of the review.  The 
officers have worked hard to drive the review process forward and to offer advice to the 
CEC decision making bodies but it will be the members who will make the decision. 
 
The CGR sought to engage with the Cheshire East Community and exceeded what is 
required by law.  The minimum requirement was a 12-week consultation, however a 14 
week pre-consultation survey was also conducted.  Mr Reed reported that the team have 
received compliments about the robustness of the consultation and engagement process 
and members have noted how hard local councils have worked in engaging with their 
communities and developing detailed responses and options.   
 
Mr Reed summarised that some effected parishes may be reduced in size or may merge 
with other councils.  For some there may be a loss of physical assets and some parish 
clerks may be concerned about their futures; they will continue to engage with those 
councils subject to change.  An agreement has been reached with Jackie Weaver, 
Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC), that CEC will provide some funding to 
provide support for all effected local councils, whether or not they are ChALC members.  
It was noted that this was not something which was required, CEC had chosen to do so. 
 
Mr Reed had also been asked to speak about Levelling Up and although he advised that 
this was not his area of expertise, he gave his opinion.  Having looked at some advice 
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from the Local Government Association it seemed that the agenda might not directly 
impact town and Parish Councils.  The aims of the agenda appear to be very high level 
as it talks about devolution which seems to be linked to elected mayors.  Other items 
include: 
 

• Resetting the relationship between central and local government 

• Putting local authorities at the heart of the government’s programme 

• The impacts of Covid how this has highlighted the importance of high quality, local 

services 

• The impacts of Covid having disproportionately affected certain communities 

• Broadband, housing and help for families 

• The white paper details “12 new missions” in four broad areas: 

i. Boosting productivity and living standards by growing the private sector 

ii. Spreading opportunities and improving public services 

iii. Restoring a sense of community and local pride/belonging 

iv. Empowering local leaders and communities 

There was a period of questions and answers following the presentation. 
 

• A resident asked how often Community Governance Reviews were carried out.  Mr 

Reed confirmed that CEC was formed in 2009 and that this was the first review 

since then but they were not sure when a review had taken place before this.  The 

guidance is that a review should be carried out every 10 -15 years. 

• Does politics play a part in the decisions?  The committees are cross party so 

political parties are proportionally represented.  The CGR is a regulatory function 

and is therefore not political. 

• Cllr. Wray thanked Mr Reed and his team for a thorough and professional process. 

4. Presentation by Cllr. Robert Douglas on Congleton Replacement Recycling Site  

Cllr. Douglas thanked the meeting for inviting him to talk about the campaign for a 
replacement recycling site for Congleton.  He informed the meeting that CEC’s   
decision not to replace the Congleton recycling site was based on the assumption that a 
replacement would cost approximately £4 million.  This figure was an estimate from a 
previous administration and not the result of a detailed costing exercise.  Councillor 
Douglas established that Norfolk Council had recently built a new site, with an annual 
throughput of over five times the size of Congleton’s, for £1.9 million plus the cost of 
land and service road.  Within this cost Norfolk Council provided a re-use shop which 
will reduce their CO2 emissions. 
 
The meeting was advised that in December last year, agreement was reached that the 
Environment and Communities Committee would consider carrying out a full costing 
and feasibility study of alternative sites.  Cllr. Douglas stated that repeated requests for 
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CEC to release details of the consultant’s 2018 report relating to this were refused.  In 
January 2022 one of the three withheld reports was released following an appeal to the 
Information Commissioner’s Office.  The terms for the release of the other two reports 
have been agreed. 
 
In March the committee agreed to defer a decision until August 2022 when it will 
consider a new waste contract due to commence in 2023.  Cllr. Douglas was made 
aware that following the procurement process and owing to budgetary constraints, CEC 
could propose the closure of additional recycling sites.  In this scenario the Poynton and 
Middlewich sites would be at most risk, putting additional pressure on Alsager’s site.  
Bollington would also be at risk, putting additional pressure on Macclesfield’s site. 
 
Cllr. Douglas closed by saying that he hoped that when the issue of the Congleton 
Recycling site is discussed in the summer that the town and parish councils submit 
written comments making it clear that the there must be a replacement recycling site for 
Congleton and that existing sites must be retained. 
 
There was a period of questions and answers following the presentation. 
 

• A resident asked if he knew what the costs of dealing with the increased instances 

of fly tipping were; Cllr. Douglas said that he would endeavour to find out. 

5. Chairman’s Report  - Councillor Vic. Brown  

The Chairman gave his annual report to the meeting which reviewed the council’s 
activities, achievements and challenges over the past year.  The full report can be 
viewed in Appendix 3 below. 
 
There was a period of questions and answers following the presentation. 
 

• A resident asked about the money available in the council’s budget for grants and 

also the money in earmarked reserves for improvements to the parishes footpaths.   

• Cllr. Hill asked Cllrs. Douglas and Wray to add their support to the 20’s Plenty 

Campaign. 

 
 
 
These minutes remain draft until they are approved at the next Annual Parish 
Meeting in 2023 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 

 

 

Report from Councillors 

Councillor Mark Hill (Hulme Walfield Ward) 
 

1. Assisted in the setting up of the Alderley Gate residents group (AGRG) 

a. Supporting 20 plenty campaign  

b. Communications and developing inclusive housing development 

c. Setting a community newsletter 

d. Working to provide a community orchard and herb gardens  

e. Working with residents from social housing to embed them into the community 

and assist them with solving issues 

f. Supporting the local food bank  

2. Liaising with Trust Management (land management company) to develop a good 

working relationship with  the residents 

a. Progress the entrance to the housing development, the pond planting and 

removal of estate agent signage 

b. Develop a working maintenance plan 

c. Creating value of money for the residents 

3. The Redrow land management team to ensure good communications 

a. Secured PR monies for landscape enhancements for the community  

b. Developed a plan to reduce the  disruption of noise and parking on the A34 and 

Lomas way road works 

4. Assisted several local residents with issues to a satisfactory conclusion 
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5. Attended a government presentation on the Levelling up white paper 

 

Councillor John Spence (Hulme Walfield Ward) 
 

1. Responsible for: 

a. Police & PCSO Liaison. 

b. Planning/Litter Action (Incl. Fly Tipping). 

c. Notice Boards (2). 

d. Communications with Grahams (until completion – role now defunct). 

e. Inter-PC Liaison Group 

2. Police & PCSO Activities 

a. Meet regularly with local PCSO at her ‘surgeries’ at specific locations and 

elsewhere.  These were suspended during Covid period but have resuming now that 

restrictions have largely been lifted. 

b. Attended latest ‘Clutch’ meeting of PCSOs and local councillors now that Covid 

restrictions lifted as ‘a’. 

c. Involved in coordinating reports of ‘strange behaviour’ and ‘anti-social behaviour’ 

on part of Alderley Gate resident made by residents of Giantswood Lane and Alderley Gate, 

and reporting on actions by PCSOs in attempt to address.   

3. Planning / Fly Tipping. 

a. Involved alongside Cllr Brown in initial discussions with consultant appointed by 

Redrow to prepare submissions for the site off Manchester Road.  This role now assumed 

by Cllr Hill. 

b. Attended two parts of a training seminar on Planning sponsored by CHALC.  

Unable to attend Part 3 due to absence; hoping to complete this year, when next seminar 

arranged. 

c. Coordinated reporting of several fly-tipping incidents that were brought to my 

attention by residents. 

4. Notice Boards.    Located at St Mark’s parish church and on green at Newsbank.    Assumed 

this responsibility after departure of Cllr Richardson.  For most part duties involve simply posting 

and removing event notifications as necessary. 
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5. Inter-PC Liaison Group.    Set up by Cllr JS in March 2021 to enable PCs in the south 

Congleton area (Eaton Somerford, Brereton and Hulme Walfield/Somerford Booths) to meet 

outside the constraints of PC protocols to discuss ‘matters of mutual interest/concern.  Principle 

area of interest to date has been related to the Congleton Link Road, in particular traffic issues 

such as speeding in general, ‘dough-nutting’ on roundabouts, excessive noise from speeding 

motorcycles in silent hours.  Other issues discussed have been increase of fly-tipping on Link Road 

and graffiti on bridge masonry, and the ongoing Local Governance Review. 

6 Other Activities.     

a. Involved with Friends of Giantswood Lane group in capacities of resident, and also 

to channel back information to Parish Council working in conjunction with Chair FoGWL. 

b. Investigated report from local resident concerning what was considered to be 

increase in overflights of Hulme Walfield by aircraft departing Manchester Airport and 

routing south. Outcome was that route over Hulme Walfield is a ‘Standard Instrument 

Departure (SID)’ route that has been in operation for in excess of 30 years, and that the 

perceived ‘increase in traffic’ was most likely the result of comparison between lack of 

activity during lockdown and the at-the-time- considerable increase as travel restrictions 

were lifted. 
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APPENDIX 2 

 

  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receipts   

Precept Payment  £11,500.00 

Bank Interest  £1.44 

Exceptional Income  £0.00 

VAT Refund  £271.88 

  £11,773.32 

   

   

Payments   

   

Salary & Expenses  £3,979.66 

Training  £453.93 

Memberships  £162.98 

Professional Fees  £465.34 

Communication  £1,387.04 

Donations  £1,517.00 

Meetings  £0.00 

Community Projects  £0.00 

Fixed Assets  £112.50 

Banking Charges  £32.00 

   

  £8,110.45 

Excess of Receipts over Payments £3,662.87 

   

   

Balance at 01-April-2021  £25,172.12 

Excess of Receipts over Payments Plus £3,662.87 

Less Spend From General Reserves Less £0.00 

Less Spend From Earmarked Reserves Less £0.00 

Balance of Accounts at 31-March-2022 £28,834.99 

   

   

General Reserves (inc. Current Account) £15,351.99 

Earmarked Reserves  £13,483.00 

Total Reserves  £28,834.99 

   

   

Represented By    

Current Account  £28,834.99 

   

  £28,834.99 

 

 
 

Unaudited Accounts 
01-April-2021 to 31-March-2022 
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APPENDIX 3 

Chairman’s Report 

 
2021-22 has certainly been an eventful one.  If I have to sum it up in 3 words they are 
‘Covid’, ‘Community’ and Commitment’ . 
 
Covid 
We have all had to learn how to make the most of Zoom and Teams so that normal 
business could continue during lock-down.  I am pleased to confirm that there were no 
‘office parties’ masquerading as business meetings on our patch. 
 
Community  
Reaching out to Community has been very much part of the year.   We have seen the 
setting up of two important community groups. The Friends of Giantswood Lane have 
been working in parallel with the Parish Council to try and ensure that Giantswood Lane 
does not become a rat-run for traffic from the new developments either side of it.   We 
have also welcomed and assisted the Alderley Gate Residents Group, helping  ensure 
close working and cooperation with our first ‘wave’ of new parish residents.   We back 
them totally in their campaign to secure 20mph speed limits on all our residential sites. 
There have been a number of meetings which have brought us together with our 
neighbouring parishes to discuss such matters as speeding and noise on the new link 
road, shared issues of policing, the irresponsible closure of our refuse disposal site, and 
the thorny issue of boundary reviews. 
 
The latter will be finally resolved at the meeting of Cheshire East Council on the 27th 
April.   I remain hopeful that the full Council will accept the recommendations of its 
Community Governance Review Sub-Committee in which case we will become a far 
larger, and hopefully more influential Parish Council serving our new and existing 
residents of Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths. 
 
Working with the community has been very much one of my personal aims for the past 
years.  Earlier this year we revised out guidelines for grants to projects which 
specifically involve the community.  To date we have awarded a little over £2500 for a 
Queens Jubilee Orchard and planters on Alderley Gate, and provided some much 
needed hand gritting equipment.  We very much wish to see more such projects coming 
forward in 2022-23.   I am also extremely appreciative of the unanimous support given 
by Councillors to the donations given recently in response to the Ukraine crisis.  Not all 
community work has been quite so exciting. It took nearly 6 months to get United 
Utilities to complete work on a road collapse at Shannock Cottages, much to the 
annoyance of local residents but we got there in the end.  Finally, can I reassure 
residents of Somerford Booths that we are here for you too. You are always welcome at 
our monthly meetings, or to contact our Clerk with local issues. 
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It is hard to believe that in 2011, the total population of Hulme Walfield and Somerford 
Booths was a little over 500.   Within the next few years, this figure is likely to be nearer 
to 5000 following the unprecedented amount of new housing development.   In our 
Neighbourhood Plan (which is taken into account when planning decisions are taken) 
we have never sought to oppose development.  We have been keen to ensure that 
proposed development is of a high standard and  appropriate in design for  the edge of 
an attractive rural area and not likely to adversely affect its character, wildlife or 
habitats. It is for this reason that we secured a Tree Preservation Order on many of the 
important trees around the current Redrow development.  Planning principals have 
been under scrutiny as detailed applications have come forward during the year.  
However, we have developed good working relationships and communication with the 
key developers including Redrow, Castle Green and Clowse. Inevitably there will be 
some disturbance to residents as construction moves forward a pace in 2022/3, but we 
will continue to support the work of  groups like the Friends of Giantswood Lane , the 
Alderley Gate Residents Association and residents of Giantswood Lane to minimise 
disturbance during construction work  and to represent them in ongoing discussions 
with developers, Cheshire East Planning and Highways.  My main regret is that there 
has been a paucity of community infrastructure in the plans, with only 1 site for a 
primary school, no provision for much needed medical facilities, no formal active 
recreation space,  or any building which might be a focus for community activity like a 
pub or shared meeting place. These are what good planning is all about.  
 
Liaison with Grahams, the constructors of the long awaited link road, were both positive 
and helpful.  There are a number of outstanding issues relating to speed limits, safety 
and , noise and we will continue to work with our neighbouring parishes to  seek 
effective resolution of these. Overall, the road has greatly improved traffic circulation 
within Congleton, and the local economy should be boosted by the upcoming business 
and industrial parks along its route.  
 
A priority over the next few years will be the improvement of existing rights of way, 
particularly where they connect in with the link road cycleway, and the proposed West-
East Greenway.  Redrow and Bloors have already come up with additional circular 
routes which will benefit not only our new residents but also walkers, cyclists, horse 
riders and hopefully young people. It is important that they can ride safely on routes 
which minimise conflict with motorised traffic. A particularly important path will be the 
one from Giantswood Road over-bridge through to Rood Hill and Congleton town as it 
will connect in with the major new residential developments and the proposed West 
East Greenway. 
 
Commitment 
A successful Parish Council cannot be effective without the commitment of its elected 
Councillors and staff.  I wish to publicly thank all of my team for their willingness to 
spend hours of their unpaid time following up local issues and arranging meetings with 
bodies like the police, other parish councils and Cheshire East officers.  Thank you to 
Mark Hill who was co-opted as a Councillor and is now my Vice chairman for his 
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reliability and enthusiasm, John Spence for his support and help in liaison with the  
Police and Friends of Giantswood Lane, Adam Scott for his help on practical rural  
matters, and Mark Wakerly for his guidance after handing over the Chair.  I am pleased 
to say Mark is hoping to come back to us as an active Councillor in May.  
 
I also want to give particular thanks to two County Councillors .  Suzie Akers-Smith has 
really got behind us in helping promote footpath improvements and advising us on the 
bureaucracy of Planning and Highways.   John Wray, our ward Councillor, has also 
been a welcomed ally on these and other matters. 
 
There is one other person (or perhaps two) to whom I owe a huge vote of gratitude.  
The first is our outgoing Clerk Kate Marsh who did much to ensure that our policies and 
procedures were in good order.  She was superseded by Emma Bambrook. Emma is an 
exceptional Clerk and we all appreciate the diligence with which she supports us both in 
terms of meetings, policies, procedures and most importantly spending.  Emma - a huge 
thank you from me.   Don’t plan to move on too soon - there is much for us to 
accomplish together in the next few years. 
 
 
 


