
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 21st April 2022 
 Chairman’s Report 

 
2021-22 has certainly been an eventful one.  If I have to sum it up in 3 words they are ‘Covid’, 
‘Community’ and Commitment’ . 
 
Covid 
We have all had to learn how to make the most of Zoom and Teams so that normal business could 
continue during lock-down.  I am pleased to confirm that there were no ‘office parties’ masquerading 
as business meetings on our patch. 
 
Community  
Reaching out to Community has been very much part of the year.   We have seen the setting up of 
two important community groups. The Friends of Giantswood Lane have been working in parallel with 
the Parish Council to try and ensure that Giantswood Lane does not become a rat-run for traffic from 
the new developments either side of it.   We have also welcomed and assisted the Alderley Gate 
Residents Group, helping  ensure close working and cooperation with our first ‘wave’ of new parish 
residents.   We back them totally in their campaign to secure 20mph speed limits on all our residential 
sites. There have been a number of meetings which have brought us together with our neighbouring 
parishes to discuss such matters as speeding and noise on the new link road, shared issues of policing, 
the irresponsible closure of our refuse disposal site, and the thorny issue of boundary reviews. 
 
The latter will be finally resolved at the meeting of Cheshire East Council on the 27th April.   I remain 
hopeful that the full Council will accept the recommendations of its Community Governance Review 
Sub-Committee in which case we will become a far larger, and hopefully more influential Parish 
Council serving our new and existing residents of Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths. 
 
Working with the community has been very much one of my personal aims for the past years.  Earlier 
this year we revised out guidelines for grants to projects which specifically involve the community.  To 
date we have awarded a little over £2500 for a Queens Jubilee Orchard and planters on Alderley Gate, 
and provided some much needed hand gritting equipment.  We very much wish to see more such 
projects coming forward in 2022-23.   I am also extremely appreciative of the unanimous support 
given by Councillors to the donations given recently in response to the Ukraine crisis.  Not all 
community work has been quite so exciting. It took nearly 6 months to get United Utilities to 
complete work on a road collapse at Shannock Cottages, much to the annoyance of local residents 
but we got there in the end.  Finally, can I reassure residents of Somerford Booths that we are here 
for you too. You are always welcome at our monthly meetings, or to contact our Clerk with local 
issues. 
 
It is hard to believe that in 2011, the total population of Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths was a 
little over 500.   Within the next few years, this figure is likely to be nearer to 5000 following the 
unprecedented amount of new housing development.   In our Neighbourhood Plan (which is taken 
into account when planning decisions are taken) we have never sought to oppose development.  We 
have been keen to ensure that proposed development is of a high standard and  appropriate in design 
for  the edge of an attractive rural area and not likely to adversely affect its character, wildlife or 
habitats. It is for this reason that we secured a Tree Preservation Order on many of the important 
trees around the current Redrow development.  Planning principals have been under scrutiny as 
detailed applications have come forward during the year.  However, we have developed good working 



relationships and communication with the key developers including Redrow, Castle Green and 
Clowse. Inevitably there will be some disturbance to residents as construction moves forward a pace 
in 2022/3, but we will continue to support the work of  groups like the Friends of Giantswood Lane , 
the Alderley Gate Residents Association and residents of Giantswood Lane to minimise disturbance 
during construction work  and to represent them in ongoing discussions with developers, Cheshire 
East Planning and Highways.  My main regret is that there has been a paucity of community 
infrastructure in the plans, with only 1 site for a primary school, no provision for much needed 
medical facilities, no formal active recreation space,  or any building which might be a focus for 
community activity like a pub or shared meeting place. These are what good planning is all about.  
 
Liaison with Grahams, the constructors of the long awaited link road, were both positive and helpful.  
There are a number of outstanding issues relating to speed limits, safety and , noise and we will 
continue to work with our neighbouring parishes to  seek effective resolution of these. Overall the 
road has greatly improved traffic circulation within Congleton, and the local economy should be 
boosted by the upcoming business and industrial parks along its route.  
 
A priority over the next few years will be the improvement of existing rights of way, particularly 
where they connect in with the link road cycleway, and the proposed West-East Greenway.  Redrow 
and Bloors have already come up with additional circular routes which will benefit not only our new 
residents but also walkers, cyclists, horse riders and hopefully young people. It is important that they 
can ride safely on routes which minimise conflict with motorised traffic. A particularly important path 
will be the one from Giantswood Road over-bridge through to Rood Hill and Congleton town as it will 
connect in with the major new residential developments and the proposed West East Greenway. 
 
Commitment 
A successful Parish Council cannot be effective without the commitment of its elected Councillors and 
staff.  I wish to publicly thank all of my team for their willingness to spend hours of their unpaid time 
following up local issues and arranging meetings with bodies like the police, other parish councils and 
Cheshire East officers.  Thank you to Mark Hill who was co-opted as a Councillor and is now my Vice 
chairman for his reliability and enthusiasm, John Spence for his support and help in liaison with the  
Police and Friends of Giantswood Lane, Adam Scott for his help on practical rural  matters, and Mark 
Wakerly for his guidance after handing over the Chair.  I am pleased to say Mark is hoping to come 
back to us as an active Councillor in May.  
 
I also want to give particular thanks to  two County Councillors .  Suzie Akers-Smith has really got 
behind us in helping promote footpath improvements and advising us on the bureaucracy of Planning 
and Highways.   John Wray, our ward Councillor, has also been a welcomed ally on these and other 
matters. 
 
There is one other person (or perhaps two) to whom I owe a huge vote of gratitude.  The first is our 
outgoing Clerk Kate Marsh who did much to ensure that our policies and procedures were in good 
order.  She was superseded by Emma Bambrook. Emma is an exceptional Clerk and we all appreciate 
the diligence with which she supports us both in terms of meetings, policies, procedures and most 
importantly spending.  Emma - a huge thank you from me.   Don’t plan to move on too soon - there is 
much for us to accomplish together in the next few years. 
 
 
 
 
 


