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HULME WALFIELD & SOMERFORD BOOTHS PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 21st April 2021 @ 7.00 pm via video 

conference.   

Present:   Councillor Mark Wakerly who chaired the meeting, Councillor Vic Brown, Councillor John 

Spence, Councillor Adam Scott and Kate Marsh (Clerk).  

 

Jackie Weaver, Executive Officer, ChALC 
Phil Owen – Project Manager GRAHAM, Dan Cawthra- Stake Holder and Communication Officer 
GRAHAM. 

  

10 members of the public attended. 

Apologies:  Nil  

Minutes The minutes were approved from April 2019. 

Chairman’s Introduction: The Chairman opened the meeting, welcomed the public to the Annual 

Parish Meeting and introduced the speakers.  He summarised the last twelve months and the 

unexpected year that has been 2020 / 21. Remote working has been embraced and this didn’t 

impact on the work that was achieved by the parish council. It has been a big team effort and all 

have contributed and assisted with the work that has gone on. Cllr MW discussed future projects 

and the changing face of the parish council with a new chairman for the year ahead.   

Presentation from Jackie Weaver – ChALC 

Jackie spoke about her background and how ChALC has changed dramatically over the 25 years that 

she has worked with them. ChALC is now a small team, looking after 234 parish councils across 

Cheshire.  Jackie spoke about her name now being familiar due to a challenging meeting that took 

place at another parish council that went ‘viral’ on social media. Jackie felt that it was a real 

opportunity to get local councils into the limelight and for members of the public to have more of an 

awareness of the role of the parish council. Poor behaviour among councillors is now an issue being 

discussed. The code of conduct that all councillors sign was discussed along with the fact that there 

is still a lack of sanction where the code is found to have been breached. There is an unwillingness to 

introduce any form of sanction for poor behaviour and ChALC are disappointed that the sanctions 

that they are asking for are not being put forward. NALC and ChALC are continuing to lobby 

government to introduce sanctions. Another area that ChALC are lobbying for is for the legislation 

for virtual meetings to continue. Unfortunately, from the 6th May local councils will not be able to 

hold virtual meetings any longer. There are a number of issues related to going back to face-to-face 

meetings and ChALC and NALC are continuing to lobby government to review this.  

There was a question-and-answer session. 

Presentation from GRAHAM - CONGLETON LINK ROAD  

Dan stated that with the Link Road now being open residents have taken the opportunity to explore 

the road and the main work for GRAHAM has now finished. Dan thanked the parish council for their 
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support and for inviting them back to the meeting. Many challenges have faced the scheme with 

severe weather and Covid causing delays. Phil stated that the main challenge had been the severe 

weather with huge storm events delaying getting the bridges in. Covid then hit and effected the 

work dramatically with difficult decisions to make on site. GRAHAM shut down all sites nationally 

during the first lockdown although the earth works at Congleton kept going. That turned out to be 

the window of weather to do a lot of the muck shifting work that needed to be done. It was 

unprecedented times so decisions were difficult and it has been good to see the work now come to 

completion. GRAHAM will be on site until all the snagging is completed. There is still some planting 

to be completed.  

There was a question-and-answer session.  

Presentation from Councillor Vic Brown – Public Rights of Way, Hulme Walfield 

Cllr VB spoke about the public rights of way changing dramatically over the next couple of years with 

1,000 or so houses due to be built. The attraction to many residents who will move into the area is 

the access to the open countryside. Cllr VB shared a map of the rights of way as they are at the 

moment. The existing footpath network was developed to connect farms, the church, to travel on 

foot or by horseback. There is a need today for that network to face new demands, the most obvious 

being casual recreation by families and a large growth in dog ownership and dog walking. Fitness 

and mental wellbeing are a big part of young people’s agenda. Cllr VB has been working closely with 

Cheshire East Councillor  Suzie Akers-Smith. They are working together to make the rights of way 

network fit for purpose. Circular routes, traffic free routes, surfaces, signage, styles are all areas that 

need to be taken into account. This project will take several years to achieve and it will involve 

collaboration with Cheshire East Officers, landowners, developers, but Cllr VB feels it is achievable. 

Funding will be sought through Section 106, along with money from local grant awarding bodies, the 

parish council itself has reserves and the other source is the National Lottery Community Fund. 

£10,000 has been ring-fenced by the parish council for the purchase of fitness equipment that will 

be located around a circular route.  

There was a question-and-answer session.  

 

The Chairman thanked everybody for attending and the speakers for being so informative.  

 

 Meeting closed at 8.40 pm.  

 

 

 

    


