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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 17th 
February 2022 at 7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting 
Room.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

Part 1 Public and press present:  

 
Present 
Councillor Vic Brown (Chairman) 
Councillor John Spence  
Councillor Mark Hill (Vice Chairman) 
Councillor Adam Scott 
Emma Bambrook (Clerk)  
 

 

Public Forum  

 
No members of the public were present. 
 

 

11/22. Apologies for absence  

NIL 

12/22. Declarations of Interest 

NIL 

13/22. Approval of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th January 
2022 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
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14/22. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

Cllr. Brown confirmed that he has yet to draft the letter of support for the ‘20’s Plenty 
Campaign’ but will do so. 
 
There were no other matters arising from the minutes, all such matters appear as items 
on the agenda. 

15/22. To receive the Chairman’s Report and any response to correspondence. 

The contents of the report were received and noted. 

16/22. Cheshire East Councillor’s Report 

Cllr. Wray sent his apologies to the meeting but had provided an update on the issues 
which had been raised with him. 
 
Community Governance Review (CGR).  Cllr. Wray had circulated a report 
provided by the Head of Democratic Services which gave an indication of the next steps 
in the process and the proposed meeting dates.  The analysis of consultation responses 
is currently underway and will continue until February 2022. Member workshops will 
consider the consultation responses during February/March 2022 and express informal 
views to the CGR Sub Committee.  The Corporate Policy Committee is likely to hold a 
special meeting in April 2022 to make recommendations to Council, and a special meeting 
of Council will need to take place in or around late April 2022 to make the final decisions 
following the Review.  At this stage in the project, accurate dates for these meetings 
cannot be given. The reports to these meetings will be very detailed, similar to those 
which were considered by committees and Full Council prior to the consultation stage. 
 
Whilst the CGR could result in a range of parish/town governance changes, any changes 
to parish and town boundaries will result in the need to determine consequent changes 
to parish/town precepts and Council Tax billing.  There will also be the need for Electoral 
Register details to be changed.  The fourth stage of the process will therefore be for the 
Council Tax and Elections teams to make changes to their databases and systems in 
order to ensure that the Council Tax billing-round can commence in October 2022 and 
that the new Electoral Register can be published in December 2022.  The timeline calls 
for this work to take place between April and August 2022. 
 
S106.  Cllr. Wray has agreed to support the council’s proposals on the Castle 
Green Development and the request for S106 funds.  Concerns were raised about the 
lack of infrastructure to support new housing such as doctors’ surgeries and it was agreed 
that following the upcoming meeting with Castle Green, it may be worth sending a letter 
to the Chief Planning Officer to highlight this issue. 
 
Hedge Cutting. Cllr. Brown has requested a meeting with the  relevant highways 
officer as soon as possible following Cllr Wray's confirmation of a pending meeting . 
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Cllr. Brown provided an update on the Household Waste Site and has found that the 
costings used had been based on a site much larger than the comparison site.  There are 
two other consultants’ reports which Cheshire East Council (CEC)  has refused to publish.  
CEC are due to consider an officer’s report at the next meeting of Environment 
Committee, thought to be due to be held in May.  If the decision at this meeting is that 
there should not be a site in Congleton then the reports will have to be published. 

17/22.  To consider the following planning applications and any others since the 
publication of the agenda: 

 
NIL 

18/22.  To ratify the comments submitted for the following applications which 
required comments before this meeting: 

 
21/6376C FERN HILL, SMITHY LANE, HULME WALFIELD, CHESHIRE, CW12 2JG.  
Conversion of stable to one dwelling. 
The Parish Council made NO COMMENT on this application. 
 
Applications considered by the Cheshire East Council Strategic Planning Board: 
 
21/2240C Land between Manchester Road and, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME 
WALFIELD.   
 
21/4440C Land to the west of Viking Way, Congleton, CW12 2JQ.   

19/22.  To receive and note the contents of the report following the Council’s 
meeting with Bloor Homes’ Planning Consultant regarding planning 
aplication19/5596C Land at Viking Way with an update on discussions. 

The Clerk and councillors attended a meeting last week which was positive and 
constructive.  Reassurance was provided over the improvement of FP7, and also the 
turning point which they assured would never be used as access and were looking at 
ways to ensure that this was quite clear.  They were accommodating over concerns about 
speeding and agreed that they would take steps to mitigate this. They have listened to 
the concerns of neighbouring landowners and have modified the design to provide a 
buffer at that end of the development. 
 
A report from the meeting is due to be provided by the planning consultants and this will 
be circulated. 

20/22.  To receive an update regarding noise and speed on the link road and 
actions taken.   

There has been difficulty arranging the proposed meeting, however Cllr. Spence is 
pursuing this.  Cllr. Hill has spoken to the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) along 
with Cllr. Akers-Smith regarding excessive speed, noise and air pollution particularly 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=21/6376C
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=21/2240C
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=21/4440C
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between Quarry Bank roundabout and Dane Bank roundabout.  The PCC has agreed to 
provide noise monitoring equipment and smart SIDs for continuous use over a set period.  
A date hasn’t yet been set for this yet but the commitment has been made and Cllr. Hill 
will progress this. 
 
A speed limit of 40mph has been set while the temporary floodlights are installed.  It is 
thought this will become permanent and the signage will be enhanced.  New signs have 
been installed to reduce confusion over the speed limit on this road and the PCC intimated 
that the way forward would be the installation of average speed cameras.  There are, 
however budgetary considerations and this may be some way in the future.  It has also 
been confirmed that there will be a public meeting, possibly in April.   
 
The council agreed that Cllr. Hill would draft a letter on behalf of the council to CEC 
Highways to express concerns over the issues on the link road between Quarry Bank 
roundabout and Dane Bank roundabout.  It would appear there is very little consistency 
of speed limits at present, some stretches being 60mph and others 50mph.  Failing a 
satisfactory explanation or response, it will then be appropriate to contact the press.   

21/22.  To receive an update on the graffiti on the Link Road Bridge at Giantswood 
Lane.   

The graffiti has now been removed following a phone call from Cllr. Scott. 

22/22.   To receive an update on instances of fly-tipping.   

Cllr. Spence has received further reports of fly tipping, which is increasing since the 
closure of the tip.  He is keeping a list as evidence to support the requirement for a 
household waste site. 

23/22.  To receive and note reports from the members: 

Cllr. Mark Hill  
The contents of the report were received and noted.  Work is due to start in the first or 
second week in April on the Redrow development for 3 weeks and is likely to cause 
problems.  Cllr. Hill will speak to the Public Rights of Way Officer to try to seek 
permission to use the old road for the duration, with the idea that the developer will 
need to repair the road after use and could be asked improve the surface to make the 
road multi-modal.  This will reduce issues with traffic and parking and will be a safer 
alternative. 
 
Cllr. John Spence 
FoGWL have a meeting next Monday which Cllr. Spence hopes to attend.  Cllr. Spence 
also queried the advertised long-term closure of Rode Hill with Highways who have 
confirmed this is for resurfacing work only. 
 
Cllr. Mark Wakerly 
NIL 
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Cllr. Adam Scott  
NIL 

24/22.  To receive and resolve to approve the accounts for payment: 

BALANCE OF ACCOUNT: £31482.52 
 
PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL: 
£335.50 Clerk’s Salary January (Paid) 
£260.00 Shona Amies – Website Services 
£   8.00 HSBC Bank Charges (Paid) 
£ 38.93 NALC Levelling Up Cllr. Hill 
£   8.00 HSBC Bank Charges 
 
It was RESOLVED that the above payments be approved and signed as an accurate 
record. 
 
RECEIPTS: 
 
NIL 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as an accurate record and the 
paperwork was signed as such by the Chairman of the meeting, Cllr. Brown. 

25/22.  To receive and review the Budget Monitoring document for Quarter 3 and 
make any recommendations necessary. 

The Clerk presented the document and highlighted areas for attention. 
 
It was RESOLVED that £100 be transferred from the Clerk’s training budget to the 
Councillors’ training budget to cover the shortfall. 
 
It was RESOLVED that £250 be transferred from the newsletter budget to the website 
budget to cover shortfall. 

26/22.  To receive, review and update the Business Plan Monitoring document. 

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.  The Clerk will recirculate the 
document in a revised format. 

27/22.   To note the neighbourhood portion of CIL monies collected on behalf of  
the council to date. 

It was confirmed that £2994.50 in CIL funding was given to the council in October 2020 
and this money needs to be spent in 5 years or it may be clawed back.  With this in mind 
Cllr. Brown will meet with Cllr. Scott to discuss upgrading or improving rights of way 
throughout the parish and to investigate likely costs. 
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28/22.   To receive and note the contents of the Clerk’s Report. 

The contents of the report were received and noted. 

29/22.  To review and consider adopting the Draft Risk Management Policy 

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Risk Management Policy. 
 

30/22.   To consider a donation to the Parish News 

The council considered a payment to the Parish News in order to help with production 
and distribution costs.  It was considered that this was a valuable community 
publication; the newsletter includes both church and community news and the Vicar has 
agreed that the Parish Council can have a page within it for general information.  Cllr. 
Hill offered to deliver the newsletters on the Alderley Gate development. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would contribute £150 from the Newsletter 
budget heading to the Parish News to assist with the production and distribution costs of 
the newsletter.  The council will provide an article to be included in each edition to 
increase community engagement.  The contribution will be reviewed annually.   

31/22.  To confirm date for the Annual Parish Council Meeting and discuss 
suggestions for a speaker for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 21st April followed by the parish council 
meeting.  Cllr. Spence has contacted the PCC to invite the Commissioner or his Deputy 
to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting.  The Clerk will also contact the Head of Strategic 
Planning. 
 
The council also confirmed that the date of the annual parish council meeting would have 
to be rescheduled as the meeting would not be quorate on the current date.  The Clerk 
will look at the councillors’ availability and suggest a suitable date in May. 
 
The council also agreed to move the July meeting to 14th July as the Clerk is unable to 
attend on 21st July. 
 
Councillors were asked to provide written reports for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

32/22.  To consider continuing the Emergency Scheme of Delegation to the Clerk 
which will operate between Parish Council Meetings. 

It was RESOLVED to leave the Emergency Scheme of Delegation in place. 

33/22.   To resolve to discuss staff matters in Part 2 under Standing Orders 3c – 
Exclusion of the Public. Meetings shall be open to the public unless their 
presence is prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature 
of the business to be transacted of for other special reasons. The public’s 
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exclusion from part of all of a meeting shall be by resolution which shall give 
reasons for the public’s exclusion. 

 
It was RESOLVED to move to Part 2 to discuss staff matters under Standing Orders 3c 
– Exclusion of the Public. Meetings shall be open to the public unless their presence is 
prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted of for other special reasons. 
 
Staff Matters – The Clerk’s appraisal has been carried out and Cllr. Brown wished to 
offer his formal thanks to the Clerk, on behalf of the council, for the work she has done. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s salary would increase by 1 increment from April 2022. 

34/22.  To note the date of the next meeting.  

Thursday 17th March 2022. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 


