
A Bridge Too Far
In this case, it’s not about Arnhem, the infamous
disaster of the Second World War. It’s about the over-
bridge on Giantswood Lane which would mark the
new boundary between our parishes and Congleton
Town.

Following extensive public consultation, the Parish
Council has unanimously rejected the Cheshire East
proposals to annexe much of Hulme Walfield Parish
and to dump it into a newly created West Ward of
Congleton Town Council.

Instead of accepting the demise of much of Hulme
Walfield and the somewhat arbitrary merger of part of
Somerford with the remainder our parish, it has
argued that only a small part of Hulme Walfield (the
land west of the Westlow Fishery Road) should be
transferred. In doing so, it is heartened by the
response of many that our joint parish council is doing
a good job and is the best body to represent rural
issues. The residents’ voice on rural matters would
all too easily not be heard in a largely urban-focussed
Town Council with only 1 representative out of 22.

The full text of the justification can be found at
https://hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk/community-
governance-review-proposed-response-to-
consultation/

Community Chest
Anyone who has played Monopoly
will know that this means a gain of
anything between £10 and £200
(under the old game). The Parish
Council has recently revised its

Grants Awarding Policy and now allows up to £2000
to be allocated to a group for community projects that
involves residents and benefit the wider community.

Examples include:
 Proposals for additional tree planting or amenity

areas which will benefit the wider community,
and be accessible to it.

 Improvements to pedestrian or cycle accessibility.
 Contributions towards purchase of fixed

equipment, or tools to allow community groups to
take care of amenity areas.

 To help establish groups whose specific remit
has wider community benefit.

Grant applications will be accepted throughout the year and
will be considered at the Parish Council meetings in June
and January. Further information and an application form is
available at www.hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk/policies. An
application form can be obtained by contacting the Clerk on
07967-302707 or by email : clerk@hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk
So, get your thinking caps on. It’s down to you.
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This photograph of fly-tipping on Smithy Lane, Hulme Walfield, taken by a Giantswood
Lane resident, appeared in the Congleton Chronicle on 30th September with the
singularly apposite caption ‘Local Tip Closes – Fly-tip Opens’. The Parish Council
strongly opposed closure of the local re-cycling centre and made a number of
representations to Cheshire East to that end – unfortunately to no avail. It appeared that
the ‘mind is made up, don’t bother us with facts’ mentality was deeply entrenched.
Regrettably, one those ‘facts’ – a forecast that incidents of Fly-tipping would increase,
appears to have been correct. Indeed there have already been several reported
occurrences along the Link Road in recent weeks – one involving a double-mattress
being dumped near a roundabout. The Parish Council will continue to push for provision
of a new Re-cycling Centre to serve Congleton and we would be grateful for your
support.

FLY TIPPING

If you come across any incidents of fly-tipping please do two things:
1. Do not attempt to remove it – simply report it using the Cheshire East link:

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/environment/street_cleansing_and_litter/street_cleansing_and_litter.aspx
2. Contact the Parish Council via the ‘Get in Touch’ section on our website and tell us where it is. It would also help if

you can take a photograph. Any report will be followed up by one of the Councillors, who will advise how that
photograph can be sent to us.

Anything that highlights the problem is worthwhile; who knows? - we may be able to influence Cheshire East to change its
mind. Thank you for your support. Cllr. John Spence



Cllr. Mark Hill has been heavily involved in the 20’s
Plenty Campaign in our community which is pushing
for the enforcement of a 20mph speed limit in built
up areas instead of 30mph.

Why does reducing vehicle speed in built up areas
matter? Lower speeds mean:

 A reduction in casualty levels
 You have time to react
 A collision is much less violent It feels safe to

walk or cycle
 Reduces noise and air pollution

We will keep you all updated with the progress of
this important campaign.

Please contact Cllr. Hill on 07599 281550 or by
email at mark.hill@hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk if you
would like any further information.

The Parish Council would like to remind everyone
about how to protect and enjoy our wonderful
countryside.

Respect everyone
• be considerate to those living in, working in and
enjoying the countryside
• leave gates and property as you find them
• do not block access to gateways or driveways when
parking
• be nice, say hello, share the space
• follow local signs and keep to marked paths unless
wider access is available

Protect the environment
• take your litter home – leave no trace of your visit
• do not light fires and only have BBQs where signs
say you can
• always keep dogs under control and in sight
• dog poo – bag it and bin it – any public waste bin will
do
• care for nature – do not cause damage or
disturbance

Enjoy the outdoors
• check your route and local conditions
• plan your adventure – know what to expect and what
you can do
• enjoy your visit, have fun, make a memory

Further advice and information can be found at
www.gov.uk/countryside-code

20’s PLENTY COUNTRYSIDE CODE

To keep up to date please visit our website at
www.hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk

SAVING THE PLANET

Being ‘Green’ used to mean being inexperienced and ill-informed. Today it has a new meaning.

Being green is living one’s life in a sustainable way and ensuring that our activities as individuals or as a community
reflect our planetary resource limits. Your Chairman recently joined thousands in Glasgow during Cop26, listening
to first-hand accounts of how climate change will affect the lives of our children and grand-children and is affecting
the lives of people throughout the world NOW.

In January, Parish Councillors will be bringing their own ideas of how we can be ‘Greener’ in our work. If you have
ideas, then please bring them to the next Parish Council meeting on 20th January (7.30pm in the Club House at
Westlow Mere Fishery). We all need to do our bit.


