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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14th 
October 2021 at 7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting 
Room.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

Part 1 Public and press present  

 
Present 
Councillor Vic Brown - Chairman 
Councillor John Spence  
Councillor Adam Scott 
Emma Bambrook – Clerk  
Councillor John Wray – Cheshire East Council Ward Councillor 
 

 

Public Forum  

 
4 members of the public were present. 
 
The Clerk reminded those present that contributions are welcome during the public forum 
but that these are time limited.  The Chairman may extend the period for important issues.  
Contributions during the meeting will only be permitted at the discretion of the Chairman.  
This is the usual arrangement for all local council meetings.  
 
A member of the public updated the meeting on arrangements for Remembrance Sunday.  
There will not be a service at St. Michael’s Church this year, the service will take place at 
Eaton at 6.30pm on 14th November.  These arrangements will be confirmed in the Parish 
Newsletter which will go out at the beginning of November.   The reason for this is that 
there aren’t sufficient ministers for all the villages in the local area.  Wreaths will be laid 
at Eaton Cenotaph.  It is expected that Fiona Bruce MP and David Rutley MP will attend.  
Cllr. Brown and Spence will attend to represent the council and the council will purchase 
and lay a wreath. 
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The same member of the public also reported that the local vicar has commented that, 
although the civic boundaries differ from the ecclesiastical boundaries, he is personally in 
favour of objecting to the boundary changes proposed in the Community Governance 
Review and would like to work together with the council to show a united front. This is an 
agenda item and would be discussed during the meeting.   
 
The council were asked whether they could supply a Parish Council Report for the Parish 
News.  It was agreed that the Chairman would speak to the editor to determine how much 
space would be allocated and work with the Clerk to produce a report. 
 

 

123/21 Apologies for absence  

Councillor Mark Hill – Holiday. 

124/21 Declarations of Interest 

None. 

125/21 Approval of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd 
September 2021 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 

126/21 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

Public Forum 23rd September 2021 Passing Places on Smithy Lane 
This will be discussed as part of the Business Plan and budget planning as an agenda 
item but the Chairman was of the view that the responsibility for the condition of the 
highway rests with Cheshire East Council (CEC) rather than the Parish Council.  Should 
the council agree to progress and contribute then responsibility will need to be allocated 
and an appropriate budget agreed.   
 
Cllr. Spence raised the issue of the poor condition of parts of Giantswood Lane, on the 
Westlow Mere side, where the road is beginning to slide away into the verge.  This is 
probably due the heavy traffic that has used the road.  Cllr. Wray was asked if Highways 
were aware.  Cllrs. Scott and Spence were asked to provide further information, to be 
passed to the Chairman and the Clerk so that this could be formally reported to CEC. 
 
Minute Reference 112/21 Highways 
The Chairman wished to formerly record his appreciation for all who helped bring a 
satisfactory outcome to the collapsed culvert on Giantswood Lane. 
 
Minute Reference 115/21 Planning Applications 
A member of the public had requested more detailed information be provided on the 
agenda in relation to planning applications, especially for those who do not use 
technology. The Chairman stated that the source for all detailed information about 
planning is CEC.  The Clerk provides a link to this information on the agenda but the 
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Chairman felt that attempting to summarise individual applications was not a good use of 
the Clerk’s time.  It was agreed that the Clerk would supply a copy of the agenda to 
anyone who was interested in a particular application.  In addition, the Clerk provided her 
contact details and advised that she would be happy to speak to individuals and either 
guide them through using the planning portal on the CEC website or provide contact 
details for the Planning department at CEC who she has always found to be both 
accessible and helpful. 

127/21 Matters Arising from the previous public forum 

Following a query from the public forum at the last meeting the Clerk had contacted the 
Public Rights of Way Officer and had received the following response.  Public Footpath 
Eaton FP2 (the definitive footpath) remains open and should stay open for use at all times.  
Members of the public using the footpath should not be challenged and this will be 
reinforced with the landowner by the local officer.  There is an open case for the diversion 
of the path to the permissive route alignment; this case has received an objection and is 
currently with the Planning Inspectorate for a determination.  If the diversion is confirmed, 
the Parish Council will be informed and the signage changed accordingly. 

128/21 Cheshire East Councillor’s Report 

Cllr. John Wray reported that the Community Governance Review is the main focus for 
Cheshire East Council at the moment and he encouraged everyone to respond to the 
consultation but otherwise there was not much to report.  Cllr. Wray responded to a 
comment about delays within the planning system and confirmed that this has been 
caused by a shortage of Planning and Enforcement Officers. 

129/21 Community Governance Review Consultation 

The Chairman confirmed the council’s resolution to object to the annexation of Hulme 
Walfield and the amalgamation of the balance with Somerford Booths and Somerford and 
is carrying out further work on the council’s formal response to the consultation.  This 
draft of the response would see the rural element of Giantswood Lane and the dwellings 
on Sandy Lane retained within a rural parish including Somerford Booths so that the 
community interests of its residents are better represented than would be the case in an 
urban focussed Congleton Town Council.  It would oppose the inclusion of Somerford 
within the same, as the area has no community identity or geographical affinity as it is 
separated by the River Dane corridor and has limited physical links other than the new 
link road and Chelford Road/Hallgreen Road. 
 
This draft response will be circulated to councillors, published on the council website and 
submitted to the Chronicle.  Public comment would be welcomed but must be made no 
later than 8th November by email or in writing to the Clerk.  The council’s final response 
will be agreed at the next meeting and submitted to CEC.  The deadline for submissions 
is 28th November. 
 
Members of the public were strongly encouraged to submit their own individual responses 
to the consultation and were advised of how this could be done.  The Clerk also advised 
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that the public could contact her if they needed any advice on how to do this.  The 
Chairman also agreed to submit the draft response to the Chronicle to further publicise 
the process. 

130/21 Facilities and Services 

The Chairman confirmed the Parish Council’s view that the provision of a suitable 
alternative Household Waste Site within or in close proximity to Congleton is required 
both to ensure high levels of recycling of public waste, and to minimise the likely 
consequences of non-provision due to fly tipping.  The Chairman also reported on an 
initiative which he has taken to try to identify a possible site.  This is commercially 
sensitive so Cllr. Brown will bring this back to council later this year before the issue is 
due to be reconsidered by a CEC Sub-committee in November/December. 

131/21 Planning Applications 

The Chairman provided some information on the legislation relating to both of the 
applications, the Planning (General Development Procedure) Order.  This allows people 
who already have a building, irrespective of location, to extend that building within certain 
limits without the planning authority being able to make any of the normal policy objections 
to it.  Therefore, the scope for comment by the council is restricted to design details and 
the council wouldn’t be able to object on any of the normal ground such as green belt 
development or isolated development in the countryside.  The people with these 
properties have permitted development within certain limits which are prescribed in law. 
 
21/4834C 4, SHANNOCK COTTAGES, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME WALFIELD, 
CW12 2JQ. Prior Approval additional storeys - Please refer to Prior Notification Statement 
and drawings, works extending up to 9.03m max height. If no objections are received 
from the occupiers or owners of adjoining premises then the council will be unable to 
consider the impact of the development. The proposed development will be able to be 
constructed without any further permission from the council, subject to certain criteria 
being met. 
 
It was RESOLVED that there was no objection or comments on this application. 
 
21/4975C Sarnia, GIANTSWOOD LANE, SOMERFORD BOOTHS, CW12 2JN. Prior 
approval; please refer to Prior Notification Statement and drawings, structure current 
height of 6.35m and proposed height of 9.03m 
 
It was RESOLVED that there was no objection to this application however it would be 
observed that further thought should be given to ensure that the proposed flat roof on the 
garage integrates with the design details for the rest of the design for the property. 

132/21 Chairman’s Report 

The contents of the Chairman’s Report were received and noted. 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=21/4834C&query=8f825918-d080-47ca-a892-fb578b33a73b
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=21/4975C
https://hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Chairmans-Report.pdf
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133/21 Police/PCSO Liaison 

Alderley Gate – Ongoing Anti-Social Behaviour. 
PCSO Sue Holt’s recent attempts to resolve were only supported by two residents and 
this undermined any efforts she could take to make progress. In a further attempt to make 
progress the PCSO and PC have met with the local housing officers for the principal 
housing association for relevant properties in this area.  Resident’s Voice leaflets were 
posted through doors where no on was at home.  The PCSO asked that residents be 
encouraged to complete the Resident’s Voice surveys and use Brereton Rural as the 
community when completing the survey, so that the information is directed to the 
appropriate PCSO.  Once the surveys have been completed the PCSO will try to progress 
this further.  She has spoken to the resident in question and made it clear why she was 
present on the estate at that time and what her expectations are.  The council supports 
these actions. 
 
Link Road - Speeding and Noise  
Following contact from a member of the public about excessive speed and noise from the 
link road.  The person in question has been in contact with both the Police and the Police 
and Crime Commissioner and has discussed the possibility of installing average speed 
cameras on the link road as a means to combat the problems there.  Cllr. Spence will 
progress this with the person concerned and will report back to the Chairman for next 
steps to be agreed. 
 
Community Speedwatch 
Cllr. Spence reported that there is definitely a case for Community Speedwatch at 
Alderley Gate, this could also possibly be resurrected on Giantswood Lane. 

134/21 Business Plan 

The Business Monitoring Plan was reviewed.  Items that were found to be redundant or 
completed were removed or noted as such, progress recorded, any anticipated costs 
reviewed and councillors responsible for actioning items were assigned.  The Clerk will 
update the business plan and the updated plan will be circulated prior to the November 
budget discussion. 

135/21 Budget Planning 

The Clerk circulated the budget planning document for consideration and summarised 
the work which had been done on preparing the draft budget for 2022/2023 so far.  It was 
highlighted that it would be important to agree viable proposals with agreed levels of 
spending for the next financial year so that balances can be reduced in line with the 
observations from the internal audit 2021. 
 
The Clerk will update the budget with the planned project items, this will be circulated to 
councillors for comment and the final draft budget document submitted in time for the 
November meeting.  The budget will be agreed and signed off at the November meeting, 
this will then allow the precept to be agreed and the precept demand made to Cheshire 
East Council.    

https://hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Business-Plan-Monitoring.pdf
https://hwsbparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Budget-Planning.pdf
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136/21 Grants Awarding Policy 

The new Grants Awarding Policy is now on the website.  Councillors were encouraged to 
promote this to any of the local interest groups which they are in contact with and the 
Chairman will contact the Chronicle.  The Chairman will produce an A4 poster which will  
be posted on the website and the noticeboards to publicise the process further. 

137/21 Member’s Reports  

Cllr. Mark Hill  
The contents of this report were received and noted and included an update on the 20’s 
Plenty Campaign, an update on talks with Redrow on behalf of a resident and the 
response to the National Association of Local Council’s consultation on Local Nature 
Recovery Strategies.  
 
Cllr. John Spence 
Nothing further to the Police/PCSO Liaison report. 
 
Cllr. Mark Wakerley 
NIL 
 
Cllr. Adam Scott 
NIL 

138/21 Accounts 

BALANCE OF ACCOUNT: £33449.54 
 
PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL: 
£255.30 Clerk’s Salary September 
£60.00   ChALC Training Cllr. Mark Wakerly and Adam Scott 
£20.00   Cheshire Community Action Membership Fee 
 
It was RESOLVED that the above payments be approved and signed as an accurate 
record. 
 
RECEIPTS: 
 
NIL 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as an accurate record and the 
paperwork was signed as such by the Chairman of the meeting, Cllr. Vic Brown. 

139/21 Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk’s report which included an update on training undertaken, a reminder for 
councillors to provide comments and/or suggestions to the Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils (ChALC) by 12th November and a request for the Clerk to join the Society of 
Local Council Clerks (SLCC) was received and noted. 
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It was RESOLVED that the council would pay for the Clerk to join the Society of Local 
Council Clerks (SLCC) 

140/21 Autumn Newsletter 

An article on fly tipping has been received from Cllr. Spence but further work is still needed 
and it is likely that the next newsletter will go out in December.  Outstanding actions are 
as follows and the deadline for articles is 31st October: 
 
Countryside Code – Cllr. Hill 
Community Governance Review – Cllr. Brown 
Chairman’s Welcome/Cop 26 – Cllr. Brown 
20’s Plenty Campaign – Cllr. Hill 

141/21 Schedule of meeting Dates for 2022 

The schedule of meetings for 2022 was received and noted.  The Clerk will publish the 
schedule on the website and noticeboards. 

142/21 To note the date of the next meeting 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Thursday 18th November at 7.30pm 
at Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting Room.  The deadline for agenda items is 8th 
November. 
 
Meeting closed at  9.45pm 

 


