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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18th 
November 2021 at 7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting 
Room.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

Part 1 Public and press present  

 
Present 
Councillor Vic Brown - Chairman 
Councillor Mark Hill 
Councillor Adam Scott 
Emma Bambrook – Clerk  
 

 

Public Forum  

 
1 member of the public was present in addition to PCSO Sue Holt. 
 
PCSO Holt introduced herself and explained that she was now aligned with the Congleton 
and Sandbach Local Policing Unit.  She also talked about the role of the PCSO and how 
to report issues. PCSOs provide preventative policing by, for example, visiting schools 
and engaging with the public, provide community reassurance following a crime, deal with 
parking and speeding issues and can pass on intelligence provided by the public.  The 
PCSO can be contacted via her email address but new issues should be reported via the 
police website or by calling 101 or 999 in an emergency.  Following this the PCSO left the 
meeting to continue her duties.   
 
A member of the public raised a query about planning application 21/5412S Land off, 
VIKING WAY, CONGLETON Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Request in 
Respect of Proposed Residential Development.  This has not reached the outline 
planning application stage of the process, which is why the council had not been informed.  
It was agreed, however, that this would be discussed under the planning agenda item 
and comments submitted to planning. 
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The same member of the public also raised a query about planning application 20/5859C 
outline planning application MOUNT PLEASANT FARM, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME 
WALFIELD, CW12 2JJ.  The landowners listed are no longer the owners and the query 
was whether planning permission could still be applied for.  It was confirmed that planning 
is associated with the land rather than individuals. 
 
A further query was raised regarding planning application 21/2240C Land at Claphatch 
Farm about why it was still listed as such.  It was confirmed that this was because this 
was where Claphatch Farm land originally extended.  
 

 

143/21 Apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Cllrs. Mark Wakerly and John Spence and the reasons 
were noted and accepted. 

144/21 Declarations of Interest 

None 

145/21 Approval of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 
2021 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 

146/21 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 
136/21 Grants Awarding Policy  
The Chairman will produce some publicity before the end of the month and the 
councillors were also asked to promote this.   

 
140/21 Autumn Newsletter 
The Chairman confirmed that he would provide contributions to the Clerk by 21st 
November. 

147/21 Chairman’s Report 

The contents of the Chairman’s report were received and noted. 

148/21 To receive and note the request for a bus stop and post box in the Alderley 
Gate area. 

Following representations from members of the public, it was agreed that the council 
would request that Royal Mail provide a post box on the ‘village green’ at the end of Lomas 
Way to service the community.  In terms of the request for a bus stop on Manchester 
Road near the proposed access to Redrow site and school, Cllr. Hill highlighted that the 
bus service does not go along this route and there would therefore be no need for a bus 
stop. It was felt that the public were actually putting forward the opinion that the route 
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should be extended.  It was agreed that the council would initiate a conversation with the 
relevant authorities to establish what plans there are for a bus route that will serve the 
new homes which have already been built and will be built in the future. 

149/21 To receive a report from the Cheshire East Ward Councillor 

Cllr. John Wray was not present. 

150/21 To agree the Council’s Community Governance Review consultation 

It was RESOLVED to agree the content of the Council’s formal response to the 
Community Governance Review, and that the Clerk would submit this response to 
Cheshire East Council’s online portal before the deadline of 28th November. 

151/21 To consider planning applications listed and any others since the 
publication of the agenda:  

21/5420C Orchard Cottage, Wornish Nook, Somerford Booths, Congleton, CW12 2JP 
 
It was RESOLVED not to object to this application but to comment that whilst the Parish 
Council does not condone the original failure to apply for planning permission, the Council 
feels strongly that there should be a requirement that the ancillary accommodation 
remains part of the main property and does not become a separate dwelling. 
 
21/5313C Gymtec, Alexandria Way, Congleton, CW12 1LB 
 
It was RESOLVED not to object to this application with the proviso that the design of the 
extension is in keeping with the rest of the existing design. 
 
21/5412S Land off, VIKING WAY, CONGLETON 
 
It was RESOLVED to make the following comments on this Environmental Impact 
Assessment scoping document. 
 
Paragraph 3.3. The importation of building/construction materials required for the 
Development will be via the surrounding road network, particularly Viking Way. All parking 
associated with the construction workforce and deliveries will be located within the Site. 
 
Comments submitted by the Parish Council: This statement is too weak; we require that 
ALL site construction access is via Viking Way/Barn Road. 
 
Proposed Access and Circulation  
  
Paragraph 3.11.  The primary vehicular access into the Development is likely to be taken 
off Viking Way. Further secondary access for the Development is expected to be taken 
from Giantswood Lane. A network of internal circulation road(s) will connect the accesses 
to the proposed land use areas and provide access for parking and servicing / waste 
collection. 3.12.  The Development will incorporate new pedestrian / cycle routes which 
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will provide connections between the different parcels of the Site and link to surrounding 
movement corridors 
 
Comments submitted by the Parish Council:  We have consistently opposed any through 
access onto Giantswood Lane and continue to do so.  It is now incorporated as a 
proposal/policy within the Draft Cheshire East SDP. 
 
21/2240C Land Between Manchester Road And, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME 
WALFIELD. 
 
This application was notified to the council following the publication of the agenda. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the council had no objection to this planning application. 

152/21 To ratify the comments submitted for the following application which 
required comments before this meeting: 

21/3198C Land at Claphatch Farm, Giantswood Lane, Congleton, CW12 2JJ 
 
It was RESOLVED to ratify the following comment already submitted to the planning 
department in order to meet the deadline for comments: 
 
The council note that the current revised proposals are a considerable improvement on 
the previous proposal, to which the Parish Council was strongly opposed.  It therefore 
has no objections to the current, much more proportionate, application.  It will, however, 
be most likely to object to any further applications for commercial signage in relation to 
the same development/development site. 

Cllr. John Wray entered the meeting and therefore provided his report at this point 
as the Chairman agreed to move to agenda item 149/21 To receive a report from 
the Cheshire East Ward Councillor. 

Cllr. Wray advised that it may be possible that discussions about a new household 
waste/recycling site will be discussed at committee level in the new year and agreed to 
keep the council updated on its progress so that the Parish Council can make 
representation.  
 
Cllr. Wray reminded the meeting about the deadline for the Community Governance 
Review responses. 
 
Cllr. Hill asked whether it would be possible to receive the results of the consultation which 
was carried out regarding the household waste site.   
 
Cllr. Scott asked at what point in the development process the Community Infrastructure 
Levy was paid to parish councils.  This was confirmed as upon completion. 
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153/21 To receive any updates on the issue of refuse and recycling in the area 

This had been addressed during agenda item 149/21 above. 

154/21 Member’s Reports 

Cllr. Mark Hill  
The contents of the report were noted. 
 
Cllr. John Spence 
The contents of the report were noted. In addition, Cllr. Spence had also reported that he 
had spoken to Eaton and Brereton parish councils about speeding issues.  Eaton Parish 
Council have agreed to put this on the agenda for their next meeting. 
 
Cllr. Mark Wakerly 
NIL 
 
Cllr. Adam Scott  
NIL 

155/21 Accounts 

BALANCE OF ACCOUNT: £33,114.44 
 
PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL: 
£23.99    Clerk’s Expenses (Remembrance Wreath & printer paper) 
£108.99  TCS Management Accounts 
£255.10  Clerk’s Salary October 
£87.48    Chairman’s Expenses (Business Cards) 
 
It was RESOLVED that the above payments be approved and signed as an accurate 
record. 
 
RECEIPTS: 
 
NIL 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as an accurate record and the 
paperwork was signed as such by the Chairman of the meeting, Cllr. Vic Brown. 

156/21 Clerk’s Report 

The contents of the Clerk’s report were received and noted. 

157/21  To review and approve the Business Plan 

The previously circulated report was discussed.  
 
It was RESOLVED to update the Business Plan as agreed. 
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158/21 To discuss the Clerk’s employment terms. 

It was RESOLVED to discuss changes to the Clerk’s employment terms in Part 2 due to 
the confidential and personal nature of the business to be transacted.  Under Standing 
Orders 3c – Exclusion of the Public. Meetings shall be open to the public unless their 
presence is prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted of for other special reasons. The public’s exclusion from part 
of all of a meeting shall be by resolution which shall give reasons for the public’s 
exclusion.   
 
There were no members of the public present and the Clerk left the meeting to allow for 
a free debate and returned to record the outcome of the vote.   
 
It was RESOLVED to increase the Clerk’s working time by two hours per week from 
December 2021. 
 
The remainder of the meeting took place under Part 1 conditions. 

159/21 To receive and approve the budget for 2022 - 2023 

The previously circulated documents were discussed and amended.   
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the budget for the financial year 2022 – 2023. 
 
160/21 To agree and set the precept for 2022 – 2023 
The council agreed not to increase the precept and to maintain it at its current level of 
£11,500. 
 
It was RESOLVED to set the precept at £11,500 for the financial year 2022 – 2023.     

161/21 To note the date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting had been given as 13th January on the agenda however it 
was agreed that the correct date should be 20th January 2022 at Westlow Mere Fisheries 
Meeting Room at 7.30pm 
 
Meeting closed at  9.30pm 

 


