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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 23rd 
September 2021 at 7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting 
Room.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

 

Part 1 Public and press present  

 
Present 
Councillor John Spence  
Councillor Mark Wakerly – Vice Chairman 
Councillor Mark Hill 
Councillor Adam Scott 
Emma Bambrook – Clerk  
Councillor John Wray – Cheshire East Council Ward Councillor 
 

 

Public Forum  

 
2 members of the public were present. 
 
An update was requested on passing places on Smithy Lane.  The meeting was informed 
that the council had put a proposal together which identified potential passing places and 
the residents of Smithy Lane had been surveyed for a response to this plan.  However, 
having requested passing places, the response to the survey was that they would prefer 
to wait until work to the bypass had been completed.  Cllr. Wakerly commented that it 
may still be beneficial to consider passing places particularly as the winter weather may 
cause further erosion. It may also be worth considering similar work on Mill Lane.  Cllr. 
Scott reiterated that drainage issues caused by a broken drain under the road, which 
contributes to some of the problems on Smithy Lane, will be resolved once he is able to 
take ownership of the land. 
 
A query was raised over the route of one of the Public Rights of Way on the bridleway to 
Manchester Road.  It was agreed that the Clerk would speak to the Public Rights of Way 
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Officer at Cheshire East Council (CEC) to establish whether the footpath has been 
diverted or officially changed, and report back. 
 
A representative of Friends of Giantswood Lane (FoGWL) highlighted the management 
of the perimeter of the Redrow Homes Development as there has been an increase in 
litter.  FoGWL could organise a litter pick but it was felt that the council should consult 
with Redrow and CEC as to their responsibilities, particularly as the household waste site 
has now been closed and the instances of fly tipping have increased.  Cllr. Scott raised 
the SADPD hearings, in particular the closure of the household waste site.  Cllr. Wakerly 
will investigate and determine whether it is appropriate for the council to make a response.  
Cllr. Spence is keeping abreast of fly tipping instances locally.  
 
The representative also raised the Community Governance Consultation and highlighted 
that, in general, they would prefer the parish boundaries to stay the same.  As this appears 
as an agenda item it was agreed that this would be addressed at that point. 
 

 

105/21 Apologies for absence  

Councillor Vic Brown – Holiday. 

106/21 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Adam Scott declared a pecuniary interest in planning applications 21/4440C 
and 21/4105C and would therefore not take part in the debate or vote. 

107/21 Approval of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th July 
2021 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 

108/21 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

There were no matters arising from the minutes, all such matters appear as items on the 
agenda. 

109/21 Community Governance Review Consultation 

The contents of the Community Governance Consultation report presenting the public 
responses to the consultation had been circulated to the council and were read out by the 
Clerk.  The responses were discussed and it was felt that, in order to represent the views 
expressed by the community, the council should object to both of the proposed boundary 
changes.  Cllr. Spence proposed that the council’s response should in include a caveat 
to propose that, should the proposed boundary changes go ahead in their current format, 
that some of the residents of Giantswood Lane would have the option to be incorporated 
as part of Somerford Booths. 
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It was RESOLVED that the council would object to both of the proposed boundary 
changes and include the caveat that Giantwood Lane residents should have the option to 
be incorporated into Somerford Booths. 
 
Cllr. Wakerly will draft a representative response from the council to object to the 
proposed boundary changes and Cllr. Spence will provide draft wording for the caveat 
and that these will be circulated to members. 
 
The draft response will be publicised via the council noticeboards and website before 
being submitted in good time for the 28th November deadline.  The Clerk reminded the 
meeting that individuals could also respond to the CEC survey, details of which are 
available on the website. 

110/21 Cheshire East Councillor’s Report 

Cllr. Wray advised submitting responses to the Community Governance Consultation in 
good time.  Cllr. Wray was asked how other parishes felt about the proposed changes 
and commented that Somerford Parish Council are against the proposals as this would 
see them amalgamated with Somerford Booths whilst losing the new housing 
developments.  A number of parishes within the ward are not happy with the proposals 
and 3 Cheshire East Councillors voted against the proposals as it adversely affects some 
of the parishes in his ward.  Cllr. Wakerly will consult with the Chairman of Somerford 
Parish Council for their views. 

111/21 Chairman’s Report 

The contents of the Chairman’s Report were noted. 

112/21 Highways 

The collapsed culvert on Giantswood Lane has been repaired and the road is fully 
re-opened with no further work required.  Thanks go to Cllr. Brown for his efforts in 
resolving this issue. 

113/21 Grants Awarding Policy 

The revised Grants Awarding Policy was discussed and no further amendments were 
requested. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Council adopt the revised Grants Awarding Policy. 
 
It was RESOLVED to increase the Grants budget from £500 to £5000 in line with the 
requirements of the new policy.  A virement of £4500 will be made from reserves to the 
Grants budget. 

114/21 Member’s Reports 

Cllr. Mark Hill  
The contents of Cllr. Hill’s report were noted.  In respect of the ‘20 is Plenty’ campaign 
Cllr. Hill is going to deliver 500 leaflets, funded by CEC, to the new housing 
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developments to encourage residents to contact CEC Councillors to express their 
support for this campaign.  Other residents can also express their support and to this 
end it was agreed that the Clerk would put the poster on the website.  Cllr. Hill to 
forward this information the Clerk.  It was also suggested that it would be worthwhile 
providing information on this campaign to the council’s area of Giantswood Lane and 
Daisy Bank Drive. 
 
Cllr. John Spence 
Fly tipping has already been discussed and in terms of policing/PCSO, there hasn’t been 
a great deal of activity.  The issue with an individual causing problems within the Alderley 
Gate community has proved difficult to progress. The PCSO confirmed that the police 
had conducted their own survey to which only two responses had been received, which 
meant that the police could not take further action.  Cllrs. Spence and Hill are due to meet 
the PCSO soon and will discuss any further avenues to progress the issue. 
 
Cllr. Mark Wakerly 
NIL 
 
Cllr. Adam Scott  
Cllr. Scott asked what Fiona Bruce MP’s position is on the Community Governance 
Review.  David Rutley’s position on the review is clear and is published on his website 
and social media accounts.  He is publicising the consultation and encouraging the 
community to engage with it.  Fiona Bruce’s position doesn’t seem to be clear.  It was 
agreed that the Clerk would investigate this and formally ask her to share her thoughts. 

115/21 Planning Applications 

Cllr. Scott took no part in this agenda item due to his declared interest in these 
applications. 
 
21/4440C Land to the west of Viking Way, Congleton, CW12 2JQ  Outline application 
with details of access (particulars relating to appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale 
are reserved for future determination) for the erection of flexible Use Class B2/B8 
employment units (including ancillary offices), vehicle and pedestrian access, parking, 
landscaping and associated works. 
 
It was RESOLVED that there was no objection or comments on this application. 
 
A member of the public requested that more detail is provided on planning applications, 
for example where an application lists a variation to a particular condition, it would be 
helpful to know what this is.  It was advised that the agenda provides a link to the CEC 
Planning pages which provides this detail, and although it is appreciated that not 
everyone uses computers it is not always possible to list all the information relating to an 
application on the agenda.  It was agreed that in future the Clerk will do her best to provide 
a description of such matters. 
 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=21/4440C&query=c593e41b-368c-4773-a1e3-c49492e63667


 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 23rd September 2021 
 
Signed                                                                              Dated  
 Page 5 of 7 

It was RESOLVED To ratify the comments submitted for the following application: 
 
21/4105C LAND OFF, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME WALFIELD, CHESHIRE  
Variation of Condition 1 attached to permission 20/0518C 
 

Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths Parish Council has no objection to planning 

application 21/4105C and supports it as being in accordance with policies in our 

Neighbourhood Plan: 

 

Subject to respecting Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booth’s built and landscape 

character, and environmental, traffic and residential amenity impacts being acceptable, 

the following will be supported: 

 

i. The development of new small businesses and the expansion of existing 
businesses, particularly on brownfield sites and at the existing and proposed 
extension to Congleton Business Park. 
 

ii. Proposals that promote or provide facilities for home working and businesses 
operating from home. 

 
iii. The sympathetic conversion of existing buildings for business and enterprise. 

 
iv. The diversification of farms and rural businesses. 

 
v. Agricultural and Horticultural enterprises. 

 

B2 (General Industrial) and B8 (Storage and Distribution) uses should be directed to 

the existing and proposed extension to Congleton Business Park."- page 33 para 8.2. 

116/21 Accounts 

BALANCE OF ACCOUNT: £34169.60  
 
PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL: 
£334.50 Clerk’s Salary July 
£262.30 Clerk’s Salary August 
£90.00   Advancedscape Dog Bin 
£269.76 Crewe Colour Printers – Consultation letter 
£30.00   ChALC Training Cllr. Mark Hill 
£75.00   ChALC Training Cllr. Adam Scott, and Emma Bambrook 
 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/WPHAPPDETAIL.DisplayUrl?theApnID=21/4105C
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/Decision%20Notice%20200518C.pdf
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It was RESOLVED that the above payments be approved and signed as an accurate 
record. 
 
 
RECEIPTS: 
£5750.00 Second Instalment Precept Payment  
£       0.78 Lloyds Banking GRO 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as an accurate record and the 
paperwork was signed as such by the Chairman of the meeting, Cllr. Wakerly. 

117/21 Quarter 2 Budget Report 

The contents of the budget report were noted and it was confirmed that everything was 
on track.  There were no questions. 

118/21 Budget Planning 

The Clerk advised that budget discussions would need to take place at the October 
meeting.  Cllr. Wakerly requested that councillors gave some thought to projects and 
spending that might be required during the next financial year and to forward any ideas 
to the Clerk so that they could be discussed at the next meeting.   
 
Cllr. Brown will speak to Redrow about the possibility of siting a defibrillator just off the 
proposed West/East Greenway near Giantswood Lane. 
 
The Clerk suggested that councillors looked at the Business Plan as this would focus 
thoughts, and to come prepared to look at the budget in detail at the next meeting.  The 
Clerk was asked to keep reminding the council of this in advance of the meeting. 

119/21 Autumn Newsletter 

Items for the forthcoming Autumn newsletter were discussed and the following actions for 
articles were assigned: 
 
Countryside Code – Cllr. Hill 
Fly tipping – Cllr. Spence 
Community Governance Review – Cllr. Brown 
Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr. Brown 
20’s Plenty Campaign – Cllr. Hill 

120/21 Cheshire East Council – Asset Transfer Policy 

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the policy wasn’t relevant to this council and 
that a response from us would skew the results. 

121/21 Clerk’s Report 

The contents of the Clerk’s report  were noted. 
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122/21 To note the date of the next meeting 

 
The next meeting will be the Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 14th October 2021 at 
7.30pm.  Cllr. Wakerly is investigating the possibility of holding the meeting at a venue in 
Somerford Booths and this will be confirmed. 
 
Cllr. Hill offered his apologies for the next meeting as he will be away. 
 
Meeting closed at  9.18pm 

 


