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HULME WALFIELD AND SOMERFORD BOOTHS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 24th June 2021 at 7.30pm at Westlow 
Mere Fisheries Meeting Room. 
 

 
Part 1 Public and Press present  
 

Present 
Councillor John Spence  
Councillor Vic Brown – Chairman 
Councillor Mark Hill 
Councillor Adam Scott (PART – Joined the meeting at 8pm) 
Emma Bambrook – Clerk  

 
Public Forum  

 
3 members of the public were present. 
 
A question was raised about the creation of passing places on Smithy Lane.  This has been on 
the council agenda for some time and provision was made within the budget to contribute 
towards facilitating this but has not progressed.  This work was delayed until the completion of 
the Link Road so that the level of traffic could be ascertained; this needs to be followed up and 
reported at the next meeting. 

 

73/21 Apologies for absence  
Vice Chairman, Councillor Mark Wakerley – Work commitments 
 
74/21 Declarations of Interest 
None 
 
75/21 Approval of Minutes 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 27th May 2021 be 
approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
76/21 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Cllr. Brown provided an update on the questions raised by the public at the last meeting 
regarding the Link Road and the following are the responses from Grahams: 
 
1. Report of Motorist doing U-Turn and then Accessing Giantswood Lane via the cycle 
way – Overbridge 
I can advise that an initial independent road safety audit was carried out prior to the Congleton 
Link Road opening. The audit is a staged auditing process that reviews and comments on the 
scheme at concept (RSA1), Design (RSA2), Construction (RSA3), and 1 year Post opening 
(RSA4). This issue was picked up on the RSA3 and we are about to install a chicane at the 
base of the ramp to stop cyclists potentially heading straight down the ramp and onto the live 
carriageway. We will also install a bollard at the top of the ramp to prevent a vehicle doing a 
repeat of the manoeuvre witnessed by the member of public.    
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2. Road markings : Roundabouts 
The road markings were closely scrutinised at RSA2 and we even had a Pre-RSA4 audit to 
ensure road markings were adequate. This revised the extent of warning lines on approach to 
some roundabouts and at RSA3 the auditors were fully satisfied that we had a compliant and 
safe road. 
  
3. Speed limits and enforcement 
The speed limit signage layout has been designed, reviewed and revised in conjunction with the 
Police Authority. The Police have very stringent rules on how and where speed limits start and 
end and so progressive signage for example is something that they do not allow. The Road 
Safety auditor and Police authorities have access to research and data that dictate the road 
safety standards of how signage should be erected for both safety and to allow them to enforce 
the speed limits, therefore no requests to alter signage that have gone through this process can 
be made. 
 
Cllr. Spence advised that the Parish Council Liaison Group had met and discussed speeding.  
They had considered asking the PCSO to conduct a speed monitoring exercise.  Cllr. Brown 
suggested the overbridge on Giantswood Lane as a good position with a good line of sight.  Cllr. 
Spence will progress this with the PCSO. 
 
The PCSO had informed Cllr. Spence of a member of the public who was starting a speed 
petition.  Cllr. Brown knows the person and will put her in touch with Cllr. Spence.  
 
77/21 Chairman’s Report 
 
Redrow Development 
The Chairman reported on a productive first month.  The online public meeting with the Planning 
Lead and representatives from Redrow was useful and informative.  Responses from tabled 
questions have now been circulated and published on the Parish website.  The next consultative 
meeting is scheduled for 28th June and any questions from councillors should be sent to the 
Chairman by 26th June at the latest.  The principal issue raised is clearly the impact of the 
number of houses on traffic generation for Manchester Road and Viking Way.  Other detailed 
issues raised will be discussed at next consultative meeting or have been raised in the formal 
response which we will consider tonight.  This is a positive working relationship that will 
hopefully offset the inevitable issues that will arise with a development of this size.  
 
Public Rights of Way 
A meeting has been arranged by ‘Teams’ with the Public Rights of Way (PRoW) Officer for 
Cheshire East, this will look at a proposal for a new RofW linking from Lomas Way to footpath 
FP7 in the vicinity of Home Farm/Westlow Mere.  It will also be an opportunity to discuss the 
aspirations for other paths on Hulme Walfied parish and the method of securing funding for the 
same (subject to discussions with landowners). 
 
New Clerk 
The Chairman thanked the new Clerk for her help so far and requested that they respond in a 
timely manner to all emails where there is specified deadline, or request for contribution.  It was 
further requested that councillors responded even where there is no comment so that the Clerk 
knows that everyone has been involved in key matters.  A read receipt will be put on all items 
which require a reply. 
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Contact Cards 
The Chairman is investigating producing councillor contact cards for members to give out.  He 
will work on a design for these and then bring a proposal to the next meeting for approval.  
Estimated a total cost of less than £100 (ex. VAT). 
 
Community Champion 
A member of the public and resident of Alderley Gate has confirmed that she will act as 
Community Champion for Alderley Gate, working closely with Cllr. Hill.  The Chairman and Cllr. 
Hill have completed some interesting surveys of traffic generation (circulated) which will be 
helpful in assessing likely traffic generation if we do see a connection of LPS27 developments 
and Redrow developments pushed through against the substantial public and Parish Council 
opposition.  A Community Champion is still being sought for Somerford Booths and Hulme 
Walfield village. 
 
Councillor Adam Scott entered the meeting at 8pm 
 
Chairman’s Holiday 
The Chairman advised that he planned to take holiday encompassing the whole of September 
and expects to be back on the 6th October.  The  meeting on 16th September will therefore be 
chaired by Cllr. Wakerley, assuming he is available.  Councillors were asked to inform the Clerk 
of their vacation commitments to ensure the quoracy of meetings. 
 
78/21 Cheshire East Councillor’s Report 
The Ward Councillor was not present at the meeting, however, at the last meeting Cllr. Wray 
had highlighted that the Community Governance review was ongoing and that the consultation 
was imminent although a date for the start of the process had not been forthcoming.  The Clerk 
has written to Community Governance at Cheshire East Council to seek an update on this and 
will report back once a response is received. 
 
Cllr. Brown had also had a conversation with Cllr. Wray about the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) which is a method by which Parish Councils can receive up to 25% of funds which 
are set aside from various developments and may be a way of funding community 
improvements.  Cheshire East Council have decided that none of the developments are 
required to contribute to the CIL rather everything will be Section 106.  If the council do want to 
make representations, then these should be made through Cllr. Wray before the outline 
planning stage 
 
79/21 Member’s Reports 
Cllr. Mark Hill 
Alderley Gate Residents Association 
Meeting held with Ian McCulloch and Louise Emery the Alderley Gate (AG) representatives to 
discuss the forming of a Residents’ Association (RA)  
 
Flyers have been printed and delivered to each AG household in which the 2 meetings have 
been arranged 

• Tuesday 29th June @18.00 
• Sunday 4th July @15.00 

 
These meetings will be held outside on the grassed area next to the children’s play area. 

 
The purpose of the meeting is to form a RA and start to set up the committee. 
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Trust Management 
After several complaints by AG residents on the condition of the managed areas in particular the 
play area and surrounding green areas, I contacted Bloor homes to speak with the Design 
Architect to enquire on the obligations/contract of Trust Management (TM) and the works to be 
carried out by TM. Bloor Homes furnished me with the relevant plan and obligations  

 
• Site plan 
• Landscape management Plan RTS TG 556 
• Residents Welcome document 
 

I’ve spoken to our Project Manager (PM) for the AG site and sent photographs of the relevant 
areas, the PM agrees that it is not to standard and an improvement plan is to be put into place 
(awaiting date). 

 
Care Provision Plan/Strategy 
Contact with the, Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) Nantwich, has been made via email and 
then a conversation with the Head of Estates for Cheshire Mr James Burchell. He advised me 
that a summer spending review is being held and he would contact me later when this has been 
completed. 
 
GP practices are under a traffic light arrangement, red list has priority  
Red- buildings in poor condition 
Amber-  
Green- new build 

 
Email received form the CCG 16/06/21, this outlined the work of the CCG. Primary Care 
Networks (PCN), they have stated the expansion of Readesmoor and Lawton surgeries. They 
do appreciate the population increases and the CCG is looking into this. The national strategy is 
to have health hubs.  

 
NHS England, look after the Dentists email sent (14/06/21) reply received 21/06. Dentist have to 
set up practise at their own expense, reply asking what can be done in this area as all dentist 
are full.  

 

Cllr. John Spence 

Police & PCSO Liaison Officer’s Report 

Cllr. Spence provided updates from the Parish Council Liaison Group Meeting held on 15th 
June. 
 
Police & PCSO Matters 
New appointments have been made in the positions of Chief Constable (CC) and Police & 
Crime Commissioner (PCC).  The new CC is Mark Roberts, formerly Deputy CC with Cheshire 
and more recently CC of South Yorkshire Police (SYP).  He comes with a good reputation at 
SYP for organisational ability and he has recently been awarded the Queens Police Medal.  The 
new PCC is John Dwyer, who served as PCC until losing to David Keane, who has been in post 
for the last three years. 

 
It is likely that the delineation of boundaries governing PCSO activities will change, possibly due 
to a current shortage of officers in the Cheshire police area  as a whole.  It is expected that 
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Sandbach will combine with Congleton, one effect of which will be to bring PCSO Sue Holt, 
whose area currently ends at Hulme Walfield, into Congleton. 
 
PCSO Surgeries have now been scheduled and have been publicised on the website and 
parish noticeboards. 
 
A report of an individual acting suspiciously in the area and causing concern has been reported 
to the PCSO. 
 
The PCSO has been invited to attend council meetings and has been provided with a list of 
dates, she is keen to do this, although there are issues surrounding her working patterns. 
 
Link Road 
Cllr. Spence will circulate the response from GRAHAM to the group and will be speaking to the 
PCSO about carrying out a speed watch in the area.  Cllr. Brown advised that he had spoken to 
a Congleton Town Councillor about borrowing or hiring a SID device (inoperable currently but 
this is being addressed) or use of a trained team.  It seems that for a small contribution who 
would come and carry out some monitoring. 
 
Redrow was discussed but this will be covered by Cllr. Brown later in the meeting. 
 
The Community Governance Review Consultation was also discussed and a response to the 
Clerk’s email to Cheshire East Council is awaited. 
 
Congleton Recycling Centre 
There is widespread opposition to Cheshire East Council’s plan to close the centre.  Cllrs Brown 
and Spence will liaise with other Councillors to assist in formulating a communal response to 
express the strong opposition to this plan. 
 

Cllr. Mark Wakerly 

Nil 

 

Cllr. Adam Scott 

Nil.   
 
Cllr. Scott commented that he has not received any minutes or documentation or in fact any 
emails from the Clerk.  The Clerk confirmed that everything had been sent to members’ official 
email addresses and no bounce back had bene received.  The Clerk will investigate the issue 
after the meeting.  
   
80/21 Planning Applications 
21/2958M BIRCHTREES, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME WALFIELD, CHESHIRE, CW12 2HH.  
Proposed single storey extension to front elevation. 
 
It was RESOLVED that there was no objection to the proposed extension providing that all 
roofing and wall materials complement the existing materials. 

 
It was RESOLVED to ratify the comments submitted for the following applications: 
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21/2280C Land To The East Of, VIKING WAY, CONGLETON.  The erection of 10 no. units with 
access and servicing arrangements, car parking, landscaping and associated works (Use 
Classes E (g) (iii), B2 and B8). 
 
The Council accepts this application in principle.  In respect of retention of trees and mature 
hedgerows, it requests a planning condition to protect and retain all of the mature ( 8ft plus) 
hedgerow on the NW boundary of the site.   It also asks the proposed planting to the boundary 
with Lomas Way be augmented by further hedgerow planting in order to extend the mature car 
park screening which exists to the south east of the proposed access. 

 
It also requests that Cheshire East Rights of Way officer investigate the feasibility of a 
permissive path to the north side of the NW hedgerow boundary, linking through to FP7 at 
Westlow Mere Fishing Club when the reserved matters application is submitted for the adjacent 
land.  This would support the Parish Council policy in its Neighbourhood Plan for enhanced 
rights of way links, for the benefit of the existing and new residents.      

 

The Parish Council also requests that consideration by given to a Tree Preservation Order to 
protect this valuable mature hedge and the woodland to the north east of it adjacent to Home 
Farm. 
 
21/2722C STREET RECORD, GIANTSWOOD LANE, HULME WALFIELD.  Advertisement 
consent for 2no. non-illuminated stack signs and 4no. non-illuminated flag poles. 
 
The Council has no objections to the proposed locations but would object to any subsequent 
application for signs or similar structures adjacent to or on Giantswood Lane itself. 
 
Application received after the publication of the agenda 
21/3198C LAND AT CLAPHATCH FARM, GIANTSWOOD LANE, CONGLETON, CW12 2JJ.  
Advertisement Consent for external corporate Images, signage & flags 
 
The council believe that the application is incorrectly located and clarification is needed on 
exactly where permissions is being sought for the advertising.  The Clerk will contact the 
planning department. 
 
81/21 Planning Consultations 
The current application is a reserved matters application, following on from the outline approval 
granted in 2017 (17/1000C).   In total it makes provision for 454 dwellings, primary school and 
retail area ( the latter off Manchester Road).  The developer is Redrow. 

 
A small group, representing the Parish Council, residents of Alderley Gate, and footpath 
interests and Friends of Giantswood Lane meets with representatives of the design and 
planning teams ( lead is Prof Bob May - Planning Consultants).  To date this has been a 
productive and informative process which is planned to continue during the lifetime of the 
development.  

 
Councillors have now been sent a full Powerpoint presentation explaining the main features of 
the scheme, so they are not repeated here in any detail.  In addition, the Parish Council held a 
public meeting over ZOOM on the 17th June enabling interesting parties to understand the 
benefits and issues of the proposal, and to seek answers to concerns. 
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Cllr. Brown has produced a report, circulated to councillors, with observations which will form 
the basis of the comments from the council to Cheshire East Planning.  Councillors and 
members of the public wishing to submit individual comments may do so up to 30th June 2021 
using the email address, planappcomments@cheshireeast.gov.uk quoting ref 21/2240C.  
Councillors who wish to make any amendments to the report must contact the Clerk no later 
than the end of 26th June as the deadline is 30th June. 
 
Mount Pleasant Development 
There has been no determination on this development and the question was raised as to 
whether, without revealing anything commercially sensitive, anyone  had any news on 
this.  No one had any further information. 
 
82/21 Accounts 
To note the balance of accounts = £30193.30 

Payments for approval: 

£270 Website Maintenance 

£50 ChALC Planning Training Cllrs. VB & JS 

£30.40 Clerk’s Expenses - Kate 

£14.39 Clerk’s Expenses – Emma 

£189 JDH Business Services Internal Audit Fee 

 

It was RESOLVED that the above payments be approved and signed as an accurate record. 

 

Receipts: 

£0.66 Bank Interest 

 

It was RESOLVED to approve bank reconciliation and was signed as an accurate record. 
 
83/21 Quarter 1 Budget Report 
The Clerk had circulated the Quarter 1 Budget Monitoring Report prior to the meeting.  There 
were no comments or questions arising from the report. 
 
84/21 Clerk’s Report 
Training 
The Clerk circulated the latest ChALC training schedule and asked that councillors inform her of 
any training requirements that they have so that sessions can be arranged.  Cllrs. Hill and Scott 
would like to attend the David Kaiserman Planning training.  There are none of these sessions 
on the current schedule; the clerk will contact ChALC to enquire about this.  Cllr. Scott also still 
requires Induction training, Cllr. Hill has already undertaken the Induction for Clerks and 
Councillors.  The Clerk requested ChALC training sessions in Budgeting, VAT and Internal 
Controls, this is within the Clerk’s training budget and was agreed.   

 

Banking Arrangements 

The Clerk has confirmed that the Banking Mandate has now been updated to include the Clerk, 
Cllr. Brown and Cllr. Wakerly as the three signatories.  In order for the Clerk to be able to 
access the online banking system, monitor the bank account and make payments, she needs to 
be made the Primary User.  The relevant form has been produced and must be completed and 
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signed by Cllr. Brown and Cllr. Wakerly and the Clerk and posted to HSBC who will confirm the 
Clerk’s identity and allow her to access the online banking system. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should be made the Primary User of the council’s HSBC 

Internet Banking system. 

 

General Power of Competence 

The Clerk confirmed that despite the recruitment of a new Clerk (already CiLCA qualified) and 
the two co-opted members (less than two thirds elected members), the council’s General Power 
of Competence is not affected.  For information the power is reconfirmed at every annual 
council meeting following ordinary elections and lasts until the meeting following ordinary 
elections.  During this period, the council can exercise the power even if the council no longer 
meets the eligibility criteria.  If the council is unable to pass a resolution reconfirming the power 
at the next meeting following ordinary elections, the council can finish projects already started 
using the power.  

 

Grants Policy  
The Clerk had circulated the existing Grants Policy, which appears on the website, prior to the 
meeting and suggested that the policy is reviewed to reflect the correct wording in terms of the 
General Power of Competence and correction of some of the information before having a push 
on publicising this further to the community.  It was also proposed that the budget for grants is 
increased.  The Clerk will draft a policy for review at the next meeting.   
 
85/21 Proposal for purchase of additional dog waste bin and relocation of existing bin 
Following the erection of security fencing it was felt that it would be more appropriate to leave 
the existing bin in its current location and purchase a new bin at the entrance to Giantswood 
Lane, attached to the foot path sign, as indicated on the plan.  The Clerk confirmed that she had 
already been in contact with Cheshire East Council so would contact them again to amend the 
council’s request.   
 
86/21 To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting of the council in July will be on 15th July at Westlow Mere Fisheries meeting 
room.  Subject to confirmation by Cllr. Wakerly, it is hoped that the meeting on 16th  September 
will be at Somerford Bowling Green.  Deadlines for items to be submitted to the agenda have 
been supplied to councillors.  
 

 
The next meeting will be the Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 15th July 2021 at 
7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries meeting room. 
 

 
 
Meeting closed at  9.25 pm. 
 
 


