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HULME WALFIELD AND SOMERFORD BOOTHS PARISH 
COUNCIL  
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th July 2021 at 7.30pm at 
Westlow Mere Fisheries Meeting Room. 
 

 

Part 1 Public and press present  

 
Present 
Councillor John Spence  
Councillor Vic Brown – Chairman 
Councillor Mark Wakerly – Vice Chairman 
Councillor Mark Hill 
Councillor Adam Scott 
Emma Bambrook – Clerk  
 

 

Public Forum  

 
1 member of the public was present. 
 
The Clerk reiterated the rules for public participation in Parish Council meetings. 
 
The member of the public present raised the issue of an article which had appeared in 
The Chronicle where it had been suggested that the Chairman and Friends of 
Giantswood Lane (FoGWL) were opposed to housing development which is not the 
case.  It had been understood that there would be a retraction but this had not yet 
materialised.  The position of the council and FoGWL is that they are opposed to the 
increase in traffic accessing Giantswood Lane.  Cllr. Brown agreed to speak to the 
editor of the paper to ensure that the retraction relating to the council’s position on the 
matter is published and to try to ensure that it is given equal prominence to the original 
article.  It was agreed that FoGWL would do the same in respect of the retraction 
relating to their views. 
 
A question was raised in relation to planning application 21/398C which was whether it 
was usual practice for an application for advertising signage to be made for a housing 
development for which no planning application has yet been made.  The answer is that 
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the application can be submitted in advance.  Cllr. Brown confirmed that a great deal of 
advertising can be done without consent.  It was noted that included in the application 
for signage is an indicative plan for the site marked “not for public consumption”.  It was 
confirmed that any approval would only apply to the advertising signage and not to any 
subsequent development.  The Head of Strategic Transport has commented on the 
Planning Portal that the location of the signs does not interfere with visibility splays at 
junctions and are not illuminated and as such are acceptable.  The number of signs and 
flags proposed along the highway are excessive and should be reduced and on this 
basis, approval is recommended.  It was confirmed that although, in theory, approval of 
an application for signage in advance of planning permission for a development does 
set a precedent it is unlikely that there will be more applications for advertising of this 
nature along the link road.  Any signage would have to be sited on land which is owned 
by the developers.  The images in the planning application are believed to be 
representations rather than photographs. 
 

 

87/21 Apologies for absence  

None 

88/21 Declarations of Interest 

None 

89/21 Approval of Minutes 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 24th June 
2021 be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 

90/21 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

Council Meeting 24th June 2021 Minute Reference 85/21 - Siting of the new dog waste 
bin 
 
A resident would prefer the bin to be located away from property due to the likelihood of 
unpleasant odours.  Cllr. Brown has approached Westlow Mere Fisheries and they are 
happy in principle for the bin to be located on the opposite side of the road but approval 
will need to be ratified by their committee.  The resident in question will be informed in 
due course. 
 
All other matters appear as items on the agenda. 

91/21 Chairman’s Report 

Cllr. Brown had previously circulated a design and wording for a contact card for use by 
councillors. 
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It was RESOLVED to approve expenditure up to a maximum of £100 to produce the 
cards. 
 
Cllr. Brown attended a joint press meeting along with representatives from FoGWL and 
Cllr. Spence with a reporter from The Chronicle who had been alerted to concerns 
about the volume of housing development in the area.  Cllr. Brown raised his personal 
concerns about the mismatch between the volume of housing and the services which 
would be required; where they would go, when and who would provide them.  The 
problems arising from the publication of the article and actions to remedy them were 
outlined earlier in the meeting. 
 
Cllrs. Wakerly and Scott have or are in the process of remedying the problem with their 
council email addresses and will contact the Clerk if they need further assistance. 
 
Cllr. Brown proposed that the council continues to work to the Covid safe guidelines for 
the time being to ensure that everyone remains safe. 
 
Cllr. Brown invited everyone to join him for light refreshments after the meeting, as the 
council would not meet again until September. 

92/21 Cheshire East Councillor’s Report 

No Cheshire East Councillor was in attendance at the meeting.  The Clerk received 
apologies from Cllr. Wray, who she had spoken to earlier that evening.  Cllr. Wray had 
confirmed that Cheshire East Council (CEC) were pressing forward with jetting work 
while the weather allowed, the downside of which is the numerous temporary road 
closures and resultant diversions.  The Clerk had also spoken Cllr. Wray about the New 
Homes Bonus and would report on that later in the meeting.  Cllr. Brown confirmed that 
the jetting at the top of Walfield Avenue has been completed and a new soak away has 
been installed.  Quite a few of the other drains had also been jetted. 

93/21 Community Governance Review Consultation 

The council has not yet been advised of the start date for the consultation.  The council 
estimates that the 12-week process will start in August, lasting for 12 weeks at which 
point we will also know what the proposals are. It was therefore felt that it was important 
to agree a process, in advance of this, for advising the community and gathering 
feedback in order to formulate a response.  It was agreed that Cllr. Spence would solicit 
the views of other Parish Councils to establish whether there is broad agreement or not.  
It was also agreed that the council would produce an additional newsletter to be 
delivered to residents detailing the proposals and all the implications and providing the 
ability for individuals to submit their comments. 
 
The Clerk will write to the appropriate officer to ask that the start date for the 
consultation is confirmed and if this is not possible then confirm the proposals which are 
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relevant to the Parish Council.  The Clerk will also confirm the correct distribution list for 
the newsletter. 

94/21 Public Rights of Way 

Cllr. Brown had circulated a report detailing the results of his meeting with the Public 
Rights of Way Officer and the footpath initiatives that he was currently progressing 
which are in brief: 
 

• Securing the proposed link from Viking Way to FP7 by Westlow Mere 

• Securing a permissive path from the link road overbridge through to Hulme 
Walfield Village. 

• Commencement of discussions with Westlow Mere for a new permissive or re-
aligned PRoW through their land which abuts Daisybank Drive(FP25). 

• Ensuring that the proposed diversion of FP2 (Redrow link road) is convenient 
and near to the current route. 

• PRoW Officer to speak with person in charge of carbon capture initiatives to see 
if the area behind the proposed school can be substantially replanted and also 
minor improvements made to the path surface. 

 
Cllr. Brown will progress these items. 

95/21 New Homes Bonus 

In order to progress improvements for the community, funding will be required.  Funding 
can be sourced through S106 via a representation to Cllr. Wray but this only applies to 
new outline applications.  The other alternative was the New Homes Bonus.  The Clerk 
provided an overview of the New Homes Bonus scheme and its purpose and confirmed 
that the scheme has been scrapped, including the proposed second round.  The bonus 
was a government policy which was intended to be a permanent feature of the Local 
Authority Finance Settlement but this has now been removed by CEC.  CEC decided 
that the money, which should have gone directly to areas with increased housing 
allocations, should be put into one funding pot and distributed, however very few local 
councils had their applications approved and in some cases bonuses were awarded to 
groups who did not meet the bonus criteria.  Other councils have raised this with CEC 
and have not received a response. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr. Spence would use his cross-Parish Council connection to 
establish whether there was a consensus that the concerns highlighted should be 
pursued with CEC, ChALC and the local MP. 
 
Cllr. Brown will make contact with the S106 Officer. 

96/21 Member’s Reports 

Cllr. Mark Hill  
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Alderley Gate Residents’ Association 
Second meeting is going ahead on 18th July at 3pm, the weather and football forced the 
postponement of the original planned date for this.  There is a lot of interest in this 
meeting.  Cllr. Hill is meeting with the Trust Management Project Manager on site on 
21st July to look at the green spaces and work has been started. 
 
The footpath from the new Quarry roundabout to Smithy Lane is overgrown and Cllr. Hill 
has reported this to Cheshire East Highways. 
 
A local resident is continuing to cause concern; however, this is outside of the remit of 
the Parish Council.  
 
Cllr. John Spence 
Cllr Spence circulated his report with some of the issues having already been 
addressed through the course of the meeting.  Cllr. Spence advised that he is planning 
to attend the Police/PCSO Meeting on 26th July.  It had been noted that Walfield Avenue 
has been removed from the gritting schedule following finalisation of CEC’s review.  The 
Clerk will pass on the concerns about this to Congleton Town Council and will copy in 
Cllr. Suzie Akers Smith.  This road features a steep incline down to a main road and 
recent traffic surveys have shown a significant volume of traffic using Walfield Avenue 
from Giantswood Lane.  
 
Cllr. Mark Wakerly 
NIL 
 
Cllr. Adam Scott  
NIL 

97/21 Grants Awarding Policy 

The policy was reviewed and an increase in the budget available for grants was 
discussed.  It was proposed that the budget be increased to £5000 with a limit of £2000 
per organisation in any one financial year unless there is an exceptional application in 
which case there must be a unanimous vote by the council to consider that application. 
 
Cllr. Scott queried where the council’s balances would go following any boundary 
changes.  The Clerk will contact the appropriate CEC Officer to seek clarification. 
 
Following an in-depth discussion, it was agreed to defer a decision on the proposed 
changes until the next meeting in September to allow time for further consideration and 
for the question raised by Cllr. Scott to be answered.  

98/21 Planning Applications 

To consider any new planning applications – NIL 
 



 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 15th July 2021 
 
Signed                                                                              Dated  
 Page 6 of 8 

To ratify the comments submitted for the following application: 
 
21/3198C LAND AT CLAPHATCH FARM, GIANTSWOOD LANE, CONGLETON, CW12 
2JJ.  Advertisement Consent for external corporate Images, signage & flags. 
 
The council submitted the following comments: 
Having taken note of the additional plans showing the quantity, design, type and 
location of signage, the Parish Council objects in the strongest possible terms to the 
proposed signage.  Its reasons are:- 
  
1. The quantity of flags proposed is totally excessive and unwarranted.  It will not only 
be to the detriment of the rural locality, but also be a potential distraction/hazard for 
motorists on the new link road.    
2. The quantity of hoarding proposed at the Lomas Way roundabout  is similarly 
excessive at a location where it will also cause a distraction for motorists. 
  
The Parish Council invites the applicant to discuss its proposals with a view to finding 
an acceptable level of signing and locations. 
  
It also notes that an outline application has yet to be seen (or for there to be a pre-
consultation) on this important strategic development. 
 
It was RESOLVED to ratify the comments submitted for planning application 21/3198C. 

99/21 Planning Consultations 

There continue to be constructive discussions with Redrow and it is likely that the next 
meeting will take place in October. 

100/21 Highways 

Passing Places and drainage on Smithy Lane considered together – A proposal 
was put together and locations for passing places identified.  This was costed and the 
residents decided that they didn’t want to progress this preferring to see how the traffic 
changed once the link road was complete.  Damage to Smithy Lane and Mill Lane 
caused by the construction of the link road does need to be rectified,however GRAHAM 
have already stated that there will be no remedial work and CEC will state that there is 
no budget to do this. It is likely that the drainage issues which also cause damage will 
be addressed which will resolve some of the issues.  Cllr. Scott will provide an update 
as soon as this has been progressed. 
 
Collapse of culvert on Giantswood Lane – Highways have established that the sink 
hole which has appeared on Giantswood Lane has been caused by the collapse of an 
old culvert.  There are two issues; a high pressure water main on top of part of the 
culvert has been damaged by the collapse and this will require a diversion before the 
collapse can be repaired, this is the responsibility of United Utilities.  This work cannot 
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begin until they have carried out a survey of how many property owners will lose water 
for 48 hours and there will need to be  a 48-hour notice period.  In addition, the houses 
have a common septic tank which is considered to be inadequate and discharges into 
the culvert.  United Utilities may want this addressed before work is carried out.  No 
update has been forthcoming as yet.  Cllr. Brown will progress and provide an update 
as soon as possible. 

101/21 Accounts 

To note the balance of accounts = £30193.30 
Payments for approval: 
£258.90 Clerk’s Salary 
£58.00   HMRC (Income Tax) 
£288.00 TCS Management Accounts 
£24.39   Clerk’s Expenses – Zoom Account and printing/laminating 
£25.00   ChALC Induction Training MH 
 
It was RESOLVED that the above payments be approved and signed as an accurate 
record. 
 
Receipts: 
NIL 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as an accurate record and the 
paperwork was signed as such by the Chairman.   

102/21 Clerk’s Report 

Banking Arrangements – The Clerk confirmed that she now has access to HSBC 
online banking and payments are now up to date.  The Clerk asked council whether 
they would like her to investigate switching to a bank that had the facility for dual 
authorisation for payments.  The council were happy to proceed with the current system 
of scrutinising the accounts before authorising the Clerk to make payments. 
 
Defibrillators – The Clerk queried whether council would like her to investigate the 
placement of a defibrillator for the benefit of the community.  Cllr. Wakerly agreed to 
investigate whether the bowling club in Somerford would be a suitable location.  It was 
also agreed that if members identified any other suitable locations they should advise 
the Clerk. 
 
Fixed Assets & Equipment Checks – It was agreed that the Clerk would confirm the 
locations of the equipment and which items the council is responsible for maintaining.  
The Clerk will also check this against the insurance schedule. 
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Use of Personal Email Addresses – This was covered earlier in the meeting and is 
being addressed.  All councillors should use their council email addresses to transact 
council business. 

103/21 Clerk’s Contract and Pension Arrangements 

Under Standing Order 3c – Exclusion of the Public.  Meetings shall be open to the 
public unless their  presence is prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons.  The 
public’s exclusion from part or all of a meeting shall be by resolution which shall give 
reasons for the public’s exclusion.   
 
It was RESOLVED to discuss the Clerk’s Contract of Employment and pension 
arrangements in Part 2 due to the personal nature of the information to be discussed. 

 

Part 2  

 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s contract of employment would be updated as 
discussed and would then be signed by the Clerk and Chairman.   
 
The council RESOLVED to contribute voluntarily to the Clerk’s pension scheme. 
 
The Clerk will confirm arrangements for making contributions and report back to council. 
 

104/21 To note the date of the next meeting 

 
The next meeting will be the Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 16th September 2021 
at 7.30pm at a venue to be confirmed. 
 
Meeting closed at  9.40pm 

 


