
     2020 – Who saw this coming?
I was reading our previous newsletters recently and back at 
the beginning of 2019 my report was entitled ‘The Year of 
Change’, I think I got that wrong; who would have thought we 
would be looking back at 2020 with such bewilderment.

Some aspects of life as we knew it continued with an emphasis 
on people getting out into the fresh air, the increase in cycling 
and walking around the parishes has been noticeable. To that 
end Adam Scott, our new Councillor, introduces himself.

John Spence provides updates on the policing across our  
neighbourhood. 

One noticeable change over the year is the increased  
occupancy of Alderley Gate as new people have moved in.  
Vic provides a special article dedicated to the activities in this 
new community. A warm welcome to you all.

And finally, the Council has had to change from regular face to  
face meetings to on-line technology to work in the “new normal”. 
Kate Marsh provides insights on how we had to change  
governance to enable us to continue to work using Zoom.  
Of course, you are still welcome to join our PC meetings albeit 
remotely and we look forward to seeing you at future meetings.

We hope you are coping with life during these changing times, 
we will continue to represent your views and provide our  
support across the parishes.

Please keep safe.

MARK WAKERLY – Councillor
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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

DOING IT THE ZOOM WAY
Part way through the initial Covid lockdown, legislation was 
passed to enable parish councils to conduct their meetings  
virtually. Other than the odd internet connection dropping out, we 
have found it a rather good way to conduct business. There are 
certainly benefits to enabling the parish council to meet virtually 
– everybody is able to remain in the comfort of their own home, 
I don’t have to lug a laptop and a mountain of paperwork to the 
Fisheries and of course we are all able to stay safe.

The legislation runs until May 2021 but I feel a bit of flexibility 
with this new way of working would be beneficial for all. If a 
member of the community doesn’t have their own transport 
to be able to attend a meeting, or a parent is unable to get a 
babysitter to be able to attend in person, having the ability to 
dial in remotely could, potentially, open up parish council  
meetings to a wider audience.

The parish council are going to continue to conduct meetings 
virtually, certainly for the next few months. Any residents who 
would like to join us please email me, the clerk, for the log-in 
details. 

KATE MARSH – Parish Clerk

ENJOYING THE COUNTRYSIDE

Like you, I was over the moon at finding a house so near to 
open countryside. It provide opportunities for relaxing days, for 
countryside walks, cycling, jogging, dog walks and so much more.
At the same time, it is easy to forget that the countryside is a 
working place - a place where farmers produce the food that 
ultimately can end up on your living room table. 
Footpaths and bridleways are a way of moving through this 
farmland, but an open field is where crops are grown, or cattle 
graze. It is not the place to exercise yourself or your dog,  
especially if cattle are present. Field gates protect cattle from 
people, and people from cattle. Sown crops may look like 
grass but they are probably barley or another form of grain 
which will be fed either to you, or to animals.
Most people are mindful of all of this, but here is a reminder of 
some of the key guidelines from the Countryside Code. If you 
are not familiar with it, please take time to look it up on Google.
Meanwhile, here is some really good Covid-19 advice issued 
recently by the Government:

RESPECT OTHER PEOPLE
• Consider the local community and other people enjoying  
 the outdoors
• Park carefully so access to gateways and driveways 
 is clear
•	Leave	gates	and	property	as	you	find	them
• Follow paths but give way to others where it’s narrow

PROTECT THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
• Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter home
•	Don’t	have	BBQs	or	fires
• Keep dogs under effective control
• Dog poo - bag it and bin it - leaving it is an offence with  
	 an	on-the-spot	£100	fine,	and	please	don’t	hang	the	poo		
 bags on bushes to rot

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS
• Plan ahead, check what facilities are open, be prepared
• Follow advice and local signs and obey social distancing  
 measures
VIC BROWN – Councillor



POLICE NEWS
Due to the Covid-19 lockdown there has been little activity.  
However, there have been a couple of events worthy of mention.  
On Giantswood Lane a white van was overnight-parked  
adjacent to the Westlow Mere woodland on several occasions. 
On the second night a resident called 111 and police attended.  
It transpired that one of the two occupants used to live in  
Congleton. He had apparently moved away but was working 
locally for a period and was sleeping in his van with a friend. 
The police did not take any action and the van has not  
reappeared since.  

On a more serious note, there appears to have been an  
incident of criminal damage at the Westlow Fisheries. The 
exact nature of this has not yet been determined, so it’s unclear 
whether it is simply vandalism or something more serious.  
If anyone has noticed early morning activity or lights, please  
let the police know on 111.

Sue Holt, our local PCSO has been unable to run her regular 
community ‘surgeries’ around her patch, and the six-monthly 
meeting of CSOs and local Parish and Town Councillors  
scheduled for July was cancelled. She did, however, circulate 
the report she would have delivered.  

It appears that from a crime point of view Hulme Walfield area 
is relatively quiet, with nothing of a serious nature taking place. 
Elsewhere there appear to have been a number of antisocial 
behaviour and drug taking offences recorded. Sue makes the 
point that a number of these appear to be related to breaches 
of the Covid-19 lockdown regulations, specifically gatherings in 
excess of the permitted number of people, and the likelihood 
that that home-drug taking has been more noticeable due to 
people spending more time at home.

On the plus-side, however, the wholesale closing of shops  
resulted in a considerable reduction in shoplifting! Hopefully,  
we will not see a new round of lockdown in the Congleton area 
in coming months.

Finally, Sue draws the attention of all to the issue of parking 
on pavements. Whilst this is not illegal outside of London, it is 
to be avoided where possible. If a vehicle is parked across a 
pavement it must not cause an obstruction: this means that a 
wheelchair and/or double pushchair must be able to pass.  
If a vehicle is causing an obstruction it is liable to a Fixed  
Penalty Notice.

JOHN SPENCE – Councillor
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New Councillor – ADAM SCOTT
I am delighted to be invited onto the 
parish council and have the opportunity 
to introduce myself. 
Although I don’t live in the parish, I have 
farmed in Hulme Walfield for more years 
than I care to remember! Over the years 
I have been fortunate enough to meet 
and make acquaintances with many  
of you and I am grateful you have  
welcomed me. I have a keen interest in 
parish matters, how they are evolving, 
such as the new link road (CLR), and how 
I can positively contribute to the community. 
ADAM SCOTT – Councillor

SPECIAL REPORT – Welcoming 
the Residents of Alderley Gate

In the last few years, the parish of Hulme Walfield (merged with 
Somerford Booths) has seen huge changes. A little under 30 
years ago its population was just 140. Following recent housing 
developments, this figure is now nearer to 1000, and set to rise 
even further in the next couple of years. 
The Parish Council extends a warm welcome to all new residents 
living on Alderley Gate and looks forward to involving them in the 
life of this lovely area. Following recent contact with the Resident’s 
Association, a number of exciting opportunities are being proposed.   
KEEPING SAFE
This area has never been high on the crime ‘radar’ but it seemed 
sensible to the Parish Council to consider the formation of a  
Neighbourhood Watch. In the ‘old’ days, this was just about crime, 
but today is far wider taking in such things as support for  
vulnerable and elderly residents and organising community-based 
projects.   
If it is to work it needs a small number of residents prepared to put 
the time and effort to make it work. Having links with the Parish 
Council will help make things happen. The charity which supports 
local groups is Ourwatch.org.uk
If you are interested in helping out, then contact Councillor John 
Spence, or give your name and contact info (telephone number 
and email) to Alicia through your Facebook residents group. A 
meeting will be held later this year to hopefully set up a local a 
Neighbourhood Watch group.
KEEPING YOU FIT AND HEALTHY
The construction of the new Congleton Link Road (due to open 
towards the end of this year) has created the opportunity to review 
the network of footpaths and bridleways in Hulme Walfield. The link 
from Manchester Road to Giantswood Lane is a now well used by 
joggers, cyclists, horse riders and dog walkers. How much better it 
would be if it formed a joined up, circular route.
This is now a very real possibility being explored. The Parish 
Council has approved the principle of a Fitness Trail over a circular 
walk of roughly 3 kms. This will now be worked-up as a proposal 
together with other improvements to help residents improve their 
fitness, and enjoy the delightful countryside of this area.  
If you have ideas of what could be done, or are prepared to help 
make things happen, then contact Councillor Vic Brown.
KEEPING IN TOUCH
The Parish Council produces a Newsletter four times a year. This 
is distributed free-of-charge to all residents. Arrangements are also 
in place for important news items and information to be posted in 
the Alderley Gate Residents Facebook page. 
Other information about your area can be found on the Parish Web 
Site. This is presently being updated, and is a useful source of 
local information.
Because of Covid, the parish Council is presently meeting using 
Zoom. If you would like to attend a meeting, or have something 
you wish to raise, then contact Kate Marsh – Parish Clerk, who will 
be pleased to explain how things work and to send you a Zoom 
access code.
VIC BROWN – Councillor


