
I’m not quite sure if this is the winter or spring newsletter with
the warm, wet weather we have been having, let’s hope that 
we get a drier spring. It does not seem to have affected 
GRAHAM and their progress on the link road, which it is on 
track to complete later this year. I know many of you will be 
looking forward to this, especially with the current closure of 
Giantswood Lane for 7 weeks that seems to have caused 
more traffic on our rural lanes. I travelled Smithy Lane for the 
first time in many months and was appalled with the verge 
damage. Irrespective of the link road we must address this. As 
you are aware, we were not successful in gaining funds from 
the Community New Homes Bonus last year for our project to 
repair the verges and plant wildflowers and provide obvious, 
safe passing places on Smithy and Mill Lane. We have since 
reviewed our finances and have budgeted some monies to 
start the work on improvements, however, due to the costs we 
are limited as to which actions can be undertaken. Surface 
water issues and the passing places are our priority. Our plan 
is to instruct contractors soon. Please contact me or the Clerk 
if you’d like to know more. Clerk contact details; Kate Marsh, 
clerk@hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk
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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

LINK ROAD PROGRESS
Anyone living in Hulme Walfield will be aware of the changes 
which are affecting this once quiet, rural parish. Progress on 
the new link road is continuing and the contractors, GRAHAM, 
recently informed us that it is still on track for completion in the 
Autumn. A major milestone was completed recently with the 
crossing of the River Dane. This was accomplished with only 
minimal disruption. The crane used was one of the largest in 
Europe, and lifted girders weighing 135 tonnes.
The Giantswood Lane over-bridge works are also on schedule, 
and the new bridge and lane re-alignment should be complete 
in the coming weeks.

DOG POO AND YOU
Most dog owners are very responsible, and always pick up their 
dogs’ waste. Bins have been provided, by the Parish Council, 
so there is no need to hang those horrid little black bags on twigs
              or hedges. Sadly, there are a small number of people
               who persist in this and also leave their dogs’ efforts in
                 an unsightly pile on, or at, the edge of footpaths.
                     This is not only offensive, but also an offence which
                             can attract an on-the-spot fine of £100.
                                 Please collect and dispose of your dogs’
                                          efforts in a responsible manner. And,
                                            if you do spot anyone not doing as
                                            you  would do, perhaps have a word!

BOUNDARY REVIEW
Hulme Walfield Parish presently works together with Somerford 
Booths Parish to represent, protect, and enhance a delightful 
rural part of East Cheshire.
The parish was formed in 1866 when it had a population of a 
little over 100. With the recent and proposed new housing in 
its area, the population is soon likely to exceed 1500. Cheshire 
East has recently started a consultation on the future of 
governance of all its 135 town and parish councils, and will 
make recommendations later this year.
What do you think? Should things remain as they are, so 
that a local, rural parish can work hard to keep what is best 
of this delightful rural area. Alternatively, is it time to consider 
any houses within the new relief road boundary as being part 
of Congleton, administered through its own Town Council. 
Decisions will be taken in time for the next local elections on 
2023. 
Meanwhile, the parish council would like to hear your views. 
Why not come along to the Annual Parish Meeting on the 23rd 
April and hear what we have been doing on your behalf. You 
can also keep up with local news through our web site at
https://hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk



POLICE & PCSO LIAISON OFFICER’S SLOT
First, a warm welcome back to duty to our PCSO, Sue Holt. Sue’s been on extended sick leave, returning to work at the end of 
January initially on light duties, but by the time this goes to press she’s hoping to be fully recovered.
Things have been fairly quiet on the Police/PCSO front since the last Newsletter, with nothing of major significance to report – 
which in many ways is good (!), however, the following are worth mentioning. First, the PC were considering introducing local speed 
monitoring where possible, however, the only road within the parish on which it could even be considered is Giantswood Lane, 
and following a survey by PCSO Sue it was concluded that the restrictions imposed by distance and visibility of traffic made it 
unworkable. Instead, once the bridge over the Link Road is completed and Giantswood Lane fully reopened, the Parish Council 
intends to push for a reduction in the speed limit, in particular ‘National Speed Limit’ stretch that begins opposite Westlow Mere, 
crosses the Link Road and approaches the bends near the junction with Smithy Lane.
Moving on, Sue has informed us that our parish falls within the police area that is currently two PCSOs short of establishment due 
to individuals having taken up posts as Police Officers, this being a not uncommon occurrence when such vacancies arise. Plans 
are in hand to recruit replacement PCSOs in the near future. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the recent Police & Crime 
Commissioner meeting with Parish & Town Councillors, and the report from that meeting has not yet been circulated. As and when 
it is, I will include any relevant information in the next bulletin.
Sue has also informed me that Cheshire Police are introducing a community messaging system to which residents can sign up if 
they wish to be kept informed about local police-related matters, including crime prevention advice. Full details are with this Newsletter.
Finally, I would remind everyone that they are free to contact Sue, our PCSO, direct should they have anything they wish to report; 
Sue’s contact details are to be found on the Parish Council website, as are mine if anyone wishes to contact me. Please note, 
however, that this only applies to non-emergencies; anything of an urgent nature should be reported by dialling 999 (Emergencies) 
or 101 (less serious matters). Thank you.
Councillor John Spence
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Councillor Suzie Akers-Smith recently explained her ideas for better Congleton cycle and bridleway / footpath connectivity to the 
Parish Council. She is now Cycling and Walking Champion for Cheshire East Council and a member of Congleton Town Council.
She explained the problems she faces getting joined-up thinking, both between the various departments of Cheshire East, and with 
local developers.
To see what she is doing and to offer your support, visit her Twitter page at https://twitter.com/suzie_as  We have agreed to 
support her efforts to secure a properly joined-up network which will allow you to safely enjoy our rural countryside. We also want
to see safe connectivity between all of our new housing developments, and local schools. Suzie revealed that Giantswood Lane,
a very popular cycle route and part of National Cycle Route 55, may be downgraded because of speed and safety concerns.
Councillor Vic Brown

HEALTHY LIVING – SAFER CYCLING

ACCOUNTS 2019/20
Opening Balance £13,681.57 + Receipts £11,290.43 = £24,972
Payments £8,521.77. Predicted Closing Balance = £16,850
The Parish Council asked for a precept in 2019/20 of £11,000 
and this year the request has been made for £13,000.
The pie chart below details where the money was attributed to 
this year.

VACANCY FOR A COUNCILLOR
There is a vacancy for a councillor for the Parish of Hulme 
Walfield. The vacancy will be considered by the Council at a 
meeting to be held on the 19th March 2020. Nominations are 
invited for the vacancy.
Further details can be found at
www.hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk
or by emailing the Clerk of the Council at
clerk@hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING
Our Parish Council meeting is being held on Thursday 23rd 
April 2020 at 7.30pm at Westlow Mere Fisheries. Everybody is 
welcome to attend. 

AGENDA:
Welcome and apologies

Minutes from the last Parish Meeting 4th April 2019
Chairman’s Report

Presentation from GRAHAM regarding the link road progress
Questions and Answers


