
As you are all aware many of our residents have passed an expression of concern about the standard of our rural lanes due to the 
increase in traffic volume and speed. In December 2018 we applied for the Community New Home Bonus funding but, unfortunately, 
in March we discovered we were unsuccessful. Our intention was to repair some of our verges and install new boundary signs and 
improve passing places for traffic on Smithy Lane and 
Mill Lane.
The Parish Council has since budgeted to ensure we 
still have some monies available to begin the process 
of improving the rural lanes but obviously we are limited 
as to which actions that can be undertaken.
We have met with CE highways and then moved to  
obtain quotes to undertake the works of improving 
the passing places along Smithy Lane, map opposite.       
We intend to instruct these works in the near future 
but would like to make the residents aware of our        
actions beforehand.
Hopefully, this will be a welcomed action within the    
Parish but please let us know your thoughts via the 
Clerk; jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com – 2 Field View 
Road, Somerford, Congleton CW12 4UG.

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2019

To keep up to date on your parish, please visit;  hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk

RURAL LANE IMPROVEMENT PLAN

ROLE OF POLICE / PCSO
LIAISON OFFICER

Within the Parish Council (PC) there exists the recently-created 
position of Police Liaison Officer (PLO). This was established to 
ensure that contact existed between the PC and the police, primarily 
via the Police & Community Support Officer (PCSO) who operates 
within the community. The role of the PLO is to maintain regular 
contact with our own PCSO, Sue Holt, and also to provide a contact 
point within the PC for the local police, should this be required. 
Since taking up the post the PLO has attended and reported back 
on two meetings. The first was the biannual Cheshire East Police 
and Crime Commissioner’s meeting with Parish & Town Councillors; 
the second was a similar meeting hosted by the PCSOs in order to 
present a summary of their activities to their local councillors.
In addition, the PLO has been active in responding to ‘anti-social 
behaviour’ matters occurring recently within the parish; one 
concerning fly tipping on Giantswood Lane, another relating to 
the presence of broken glass along the public bridleway that runs 
along Giantswood Lane that had been reported by a local resident. 
The PLO has also been in discussion with the PCSO regarding 
a possible requirement for speed monitoring on roads within the 
parish, and this is still under consideration.
If any resident has a matter that they feel should be reported to 
the police or the PCSO they should feel free to contact the PLO 
(see the PC’s website). Please note, however, that this must be 
restricted to non-urgent occurrences. Anything that is urgent, or 
an emergency, should be reported by dialling 999 (Emergencies) 
or 101 (incidents of a less serious nature). Thank you.
Councillor J Spence

PROPOSED MIXED USE 
DEVELOPMENT ON LAND

OFF VIKING WAY,
CONGLETON

On the 30th September, test drilling started on the LSP 27. 
This is the site off Giantswood Lane down to Viking Way.   
The developer is Richborough Estates, Manchester. It was 
quite sudden and happened with no prior notification to 
residents. Richborough Estates are preparing an outline 
plan for the site with all matters reserved except for detailed 
access via Congleton Link road.
The current development proposals are as follows:
•	 200	dwellings
•	 Employment	and	commercial	parcel
•	 Local	retail	centre
•	 Associated	infrastructure	including	open	space,										
cycle	and	footways	and	internal	highway	network.

Proposals will include a contribution towards the Congleton   
Link Road and provision of affordable housing.
Richborough Estates wish to receive feedback on the current 
proposals and to such end a meeting will be held on the 
Thursday 18th October at Westlow Fishery.
Our normal parish council meeting will be held half an hour 
earlier to accommodate this meeting. Anyone wishing to          
attend should arrive for the meeting which starts at 7pm.
Councillor P Amies



ALDERLEY GATE – BLOOR HOMES DEVELOPMENT
Hello, neighbour. A welcome from Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths Parish Council. It’s always a very exciting time when you 
move to a new home, I know because I have just done it, and consider myself so lucky to have moved to such a lovely parish as 
Hulme Walfield. You probably feel the same if you have recently moved to the Bloor Homes site at Alderley Gate, but maybe don’t 
even realise that you are in Hulme Walfield parish.
Responsibility for local matters in the parish falls to your Parish Council. Because Hulme Walfield has, until recently, had so few 
residents, it has been combined with its neighbour, Somerford Booths, and they meet monthly as a joint Parish Council. Few 
people realise how important Parish Councils are as the local voice of your area. It’s not just all about litter and dog poo bins. The 
Parish Council is consulted on all planning applications within its area, and has influence on such matters as footpaths, play areas, 
cemeteries, village halls, and other such matters. Its ideas for the future have been brought together in a Neighbourhood Plan (see 
website link below).
There a five parish Councillors, each of whom is elected (by you if you are registered to vote) for a period of four years. They meet 
monthly in the Westlow Mere fishing club building. You can find out what is being discussed by looking at our website;
www.hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk/.
We love to welcome residents to our meetings, and there is a period of time set aside for you to raise matters which concern you. 
We cannot promise to solve everything, but will certainly try and help. 
Parish councillors are all volunteers but they are assisted in their work by a paid Parish Clerk. They are ideally experienced in the 
powers, responsibilities and regulations governing how we operate. We also have the power to spend money in your area, and each 
year set a budget and sum of money to be raised via Council Tax. The amount is small compared with that required for the Police 
and Cheshire East, and is used wisely to benefit the local community.
The five parish councils have all been elected for Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths, all their details are on the website. All live 
within the parish, and are happy to meet you if you have specific parish concerns or ideas which you would like to discuss.
So, now you know. We are all neighbours – we are here for you. That’s why we all hope you will take the trouble to come and      
find out a little more of what we do. You might even decide one day, when there is a vacancy, that you would like to be a Parish 
Councillor. If so, just ask and we will be glad to explain how it works. It takes up a small amount of spare time, but it’s worth it.      
We think so, at least, and hope you do too.
Councillor V Brown

Councillor Vic Brown – Vic joined the 
Parish Council this year after moving  
from Holme, near Kendal. He has over   
10 years’ experience of Parish Councils.   
He wants to ensure that there is a proper 
balance between protecting the natural 
environment and accommodating the 
planned housing and other development 
expected in the next few years.

NEW COUNCILLORS

To keep up to date on your parish, please visit;  hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk

Councillor John Spence – I have a 
background in finance, technical sales, 
office management, and finally, facilities 
management and security. I moved to 
the Congleton area some two years ago 
on retirement. Having seen at first hand 
some of the recent development that has 
affected the area within Hulme Walfield 
and other parts of the parish, I agreed to 

join the Parish Council primarily to do what I could to safeguard 
the remaining rural landscape and endeavour to ensure that 
any future development does not adversely affect the nature of 
the parish.

As part of my duties as a councillor I agreed to take on the role  
of Police Liaison Officer. I am also one of the group within the 
Parish Council that monitors the state of roads within the parish 
and I represent the council at the periodic meetings that have 
been taking place between Bloors, the developers of the Alderley 
Gate estate, and existing local residents who are affected by it.

GRAHAM are well on their way with the construction works as we all are experiencing. We have regular meetings with Mr Dan 
Cawthra, Communications Manager, and if you have any concerns which they aren’t addressing please let us know. The most 
recent update;
TEMPORARY	TRAFFIC	LIGHTS:	Macclesfield	Road,	Eaton.
Temporary traffic lights will be in place to enable service diversions to be carried.
Start Date: 23rd September 2019  Planned Completion: 18th October 2019.
TEMPORARY	CARRIAGEWAY	AND	TRAFFIC	LIGHTS:	Giantswood	Lane,	Hulme	Walfield,	between	Westlow	Mere	and	
Smithy	Lane.
In order to facilitate construction of the Giantswood Lane overbridge, traffic has been diverted onto a newly constructed carriageway. 
A 10 mile per hour speed restriction will be imposed 24 hours a day. 
Started: 1st May 2019  For the duration of the Giantswood Lane overbridge construction .
If you have any questions regarding the information enclosed, please contact us via congletonlink@graham.co.uk	
For more information or to keep up-to-date with the project, please visit: www.graham.co.uk/congleton-link-road

CONGLETON LINK ROAD


