
Do you care about where you live? Are you passionate about your
community? If so, you could make a great local councillor. Stand for
election and make a local change.

WHAT IS A LOCAL COUNCIL?
Local council is a universal term for community, village, neighbourhood, 
parish and town councils. They are the first tier of local government
and are statutory bodies. They serve communities and are elected by
residents. They can raise their own precept (a form of council tax).
There are 10,000 local councils in England and 120,000 councillors who
serve on these local councils.

WHAT DO LOCAL COUNCILS DO?
Your local council has overall responsibility for the well-being of your
local community. Their work falls into three main categories:

 •  Delivery of services
 •  Improve the quality of life for residents
 •  Give communities a democratic voice

BECOMING A LOCAL COUNCILLOR
As a local councillor, you can become a voice for your community and
make a real change. Local councillors are community leaders and
represent the interests of the communities they serve. Local councillors
have three main responsibilities: Decision-making, Monitoring, Getting
involved locally.

GETTING ELECTED
To stand for election to a local council you must:

 •  Be a UK or Commonwealth citizen; or be a citizen of
     the Republic of Ireland or be a citizen of another
     Member State of the European Union
 •  Be 18 years old 

All nomination packs have to be returned by 3rd March, 2019.
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BLOOR HOMES – ALDERLEY GATE
TBuilding is still continuing on the Alderley gate site with over fifty houses now sold. This is just over a third of the final total of 131.
Meetings are held once a month with Bloors to discuss ongoing problems which occur during the course of the build. These have 
proven to be very useful and informative. Particular concerns were raised about the cracking of walls to some of the houses on 
Giantswood Lane due to piling and a schedule of conditions is awaited. The piling has now finished and it is to be hoped that no 
further disturbance of dwellings will occur.

Agreement has also been reached regarding the noise and vibration monitoring for certain residents and reports are being 
progressed. Residents have been given the opportunity to view the buffer zone behind the housing along Giantswood Lane. This is 
presently ongoing since there is some concern about the closeness of the new housing to those on the corner of Giantswood Lane 
and Walfield Avenue where the buffer zone peters out. This is still ongoing.

It is hoped that in due course trees will be planted to offset the loss of view and relieve the congestion of the housing. There is still 
some way to go before the site is finished and it still gets a bit of getting used to!

Cllr P Amies

Most of us have already seen change is coming to our parishes – 
we saw the start of the new homes being built at the Congleton end 
of Giantswood Lane in 2018 and recently the start of the works for 
the Congleton Link Road. Further within Somerford Booths we have 
also seen the start of the development of Grade 2 listed Somerford 
Hall, and the old offices. Certainly, by the end of 2019 our parishes 
will have a different look and feel to them. 
It’s clear from your feedback that we all want to secure as much of 
the rural way of life and feel in our parishes. To that point we have  
a plan to repair the damage to the verges and bring more colour 
with natural planting. In addition, we want to promote our wildlife 
so will, in conjunction with some of our local wildlife organisations, 
provide more habitats for our wild neighbours. This will be a great 
opportunity for us all to learn more about the diverse and rich parish 
we live in. We are hoping to get some funding from Cheshire east 
and possibly support from the developers. It’s all part of ensuring 
the future for our rural based communities and providing a sense of 
wellbeing for us and the recreational users, be they cyclists, walkers 
or horse riders. It also builds on the work we started last year with 
our rural lanes group where we are striving to reverse the damage 
as a result of the heavy commuter traffic we have – especially on 
Smithy and Mill Lanes. The new link road should alleviate the use  
of our lanes as rat runs when it opens in 2020.
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the 4th April.
Best regards,
                      Mark Wakerly – Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
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Residents will have noticed that at last preparatory work has started on the Link 
Road Project. In our Parish the most noticeable work and associated disruption 
is on Giantswood Lane where the road will be realigned to cross a bridge 
which will be constructed over the link road which will run in a cutting under 
Giantswood Lane. Work has already begun on a site compound to the east of 
Giantswood Lane between Mount Pleasant Farm and Giantswood House and 
this is due to be completed by March 2019.

A 10mph speed limit will be shortly introduced on Giantswood Lane between 
Smithy Lane and the entrance to the fishing club to cover the bridge construction 
and this will undoubtedly cause some disruption but should have the benefit of 
reducing the rat run traffic on the lane. The completion of this 5.5 km £90m  
project to join the A536 Sandbach Road and the A 534 Macclesfield Road is 
scheduled for August  2020, and we can but hope that it will be delivered on time.

Cllr T Richardson

Our Parish Council meeting is being held on 
Thursday 4th April 2019 at 7.30pm.

Everybody is welcome to attend.

         AGENDA

      •  Welcome and Apologies

      •  Minutes from the last Parish
             Meeting 5th April 2018

      •  Chairman’s Report

      •  Presentation from GRAHAM
            Construction on the Congleton
            Link Road

      •  Questions and Answers

CONGLETON LINK ROAD COUNCIL MEETING

Opening Balance £ 10,862 + Receipts £10,263 = £21,125 
Payments £7,401 – Predicted Closing Balance = £13,724
The Parish Council asked for a precept 2018/19 of 
£10,000 and this year they have requested £11,000. 
The precept set by the Parish Council in November for 
2019/20 is £11,000.

ACCOUNTS 2018/19


