
The Parish Council carried out a residents survey across both Parishes in September 2017 to try and engage with the level of 
concerns in relation to the volume of traffic, number of unrecorded near misses, accidents and speed issues. We received an 
overwhelming response which then led the Council to instructing VTC Consultants Ltd, an independent company, to carry out 
actual surveys to see if the traffic was a perception or a reality. Six locations were identified and the surveys were carried out in 
November, on volume, speed and vehicle type which are now published on our website: 
https://hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk/
Mr John Carruthers, from VTC Consultants, then attended the Annual Parish meeting in April and communicated the survey and 
the issues we have in the area and compared the results to national statistics. This was a very well attended and successful 
meeting. In May 2018 we established a working group from members of the public to discuss possible solutions to the rural lanes 
and had on site meetings to fact find on the ground. The PC wish to thank all the members for their valued contributions. This is 
now the plan for the next twelve to eighteen months to try and take some actions to make improvements.
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SMITHY LANE DRAINAGE ISSUE

ALDERLEY GATE DEVELOPMENT ON MANCHESTER ROAD
This housing development is well underway now and the first stage of the changes in our Parish. The Parish Council together with 
Ms Julia Davenport, a local resident, have tried to establish a working relationship with the builders on site, the Site Manager and 
the management at ‘Bloors‘ Head Office in Holmes Chapel. There are notes on our website of all the meetings that have been held 
for your information. 

It has been very difficult for the residents of Giantswood Lane and Walfield Avenue recently with the beginning of the piling works. 
The vibration of residents’ homes has been excessive at times and they contacted Cheshire East Council to arrange monitoring 
who unfortunately, have no noise or vibration monitoring equipment. Bloor homes then arranged for their designated piling company 
to monitor residents’ boundaries. They arranged a house condition inspection at no cost to residents and it commenced week 
commencing 3rd September and the surveys would be a base line future reference. The first session of piling was over a period of 
three days. Bloors have now committed to contact Julia Davenport on the next dates for piling on the site scheduled for the end of 
October 2018 and notify all residents. The dust has also caused so must disruption over the dry summer even though the builders 
endeavoured to dampen the site. 

The Parish Council endeavours to try and support the residents through this difficult transition period but if there is anything you are 
having direct concerns about please don’t hesitate to contact us via the clerk jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com

Welcome to Autumn
It seems that the glorious hot summer is now changing to the 
cooler and wetter autumn. It is this time of the year we start 
to see the changes in the verges on our narrow parish lanes, 
which is why the rural lanes group that has been formed is 
important to us. You can read the plan of action that we have 
proposed later. We have already performed a survey of Smithy 
Lane and are engaging with East Cheshire Highways to have 
put some of the proposals in place, we hope before the winter.

Regarding new housing in the parishes, specifically Hulme 
Walfield, the support of an active group of residents is ensuring 
the current development by Bloor Homes is being monitored, 
concerns are raised and followed through to resolution with the 
site’s management team. We foresee this vigilance will be 
needed for a number of years to come as the new housing is built.

On the subject of new housing, Cheshire East have just 
launched a New Homes Community Fund which will provide 
£2 million over the next two years to allow local people to 
engage with how services are delivered at a local level. This is 
an exciting opportunity for us to define a project that will add 
value to our parishes through a community-led and managed 
activity where we can reduce our reliance on mainstream 
services, improve the wellbeing of our residents and reduce the 
significant inconvenience of the new housing. Clearly the rural 
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lanes group’s proposals to combat the erosion of verges and 
encourage users of our lanes to be more aware and courteous 
could be a good candidate for this funding. Applications will 
commence in November.

An update on the Congleton Link Road, the contractor has now 
been appointed and it is expected that work will commence 
towards the end of the year, with the road being completed in 
late 2020.

Best regards,

                      Mark Wakerly – Chairman

This is our PCSO, Sue Holt.
Contact details; Sue.holt@cheshire.pnn.police.uk
 
POLICE SURGERIES
Beat Surgeries over the forthcoming weeks:

Sunday 7th October at Brereton Heath Nature Reserve 1.00 – 2.00pm
Thursday 11th October at St Peter’s Church Hall, Elworth 7.00 – 8.00pm
Wednesday 17th October at St Oswald’s Church, Brereton 9.30 – 10.30am
Saturday 27th October at Miola Coffee Lounge, Elworth 9.30 – 10.30am
Friday 9th November at St Peter’s Church Hall, Elworth 9.00 – 10.00am
Sunday 18th November at Brereton Heath Nature Reserve 1.00 – 2.00pm

The Police are due to be allocated a Police van which will enable us to run 
Beat Surgeries in the more rural areas by operating from the van. Good news 
for us!

The Parish Council have met with Cheshire East 
Highways and excavations are due to be taken 
over the winter by trying to establish the cause of 
the problem.

COUNCILLOR TONY RICHARDSON

The Parish Council 
would like to welcome 
Tony to our team. He 
was co opted in June 
and is very keen to 
meet the residents of 
the Parish and to make 
a difference to the 
community.

POLICE


