
The Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths Neighbourhood 
Plan went to referendum on 15th February which allowed 
all residents to vote on whether the plan should be adopted 
or not.
There was a phenomenal turnout with 54.85% of the 
residents voting, at the polling station. That really is 
resounding involvement in comparison to other local 
parishes which often average a 20-25% response rate.  
We would particularly like to thank all those residents 
for whom travelling to the polling station is not an easy 
journey. Thank you for taking the time and effort to 
contribute to this process.
A majority decision, of those that chose to vote, was 
required for the plan to be adopted and with 134 votes 
for and just 12 against it was a clear and decisive 
response by the parishes.
The Plan has now been ‘made’ and will from now on be 
used as a planning document for all relevant applications 
within Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths.

Karen Ogden

ANNUAL PARISH NEWSLETTER

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Please come along to the
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The Parish Council are holding their Annual 
Parish Meeting at ‘Westlow’ Mere Fisheries

on 5th April at 7.30pm
AGENDA

 • Welcome and apologies  
 • Minutes from last parish meeting 2017
  to be approved
 • Chairman’s Report
 • Financial Report 2017/18 from the Clerk
 • Presentation from Mr John Carruthers,  
  Highway and Transport Consultant from  
  VTC Consultancy to speak on Road Safety  
	 	 on	the	highway	network	in	Hulme	Walfield		
  and Somerford Booths
 • Questions and Answers

We have had a busy and successful start to the year, 
with the excellent news that the Neighbourhood Plan was 
accepted by you, the parishioners. I’d like to thank all 
of you who made the effort to vote. We now have a 
document with legal weight behind it to help us guide 
future development within the Parishes. Karen talks about 
this success and how we got there with your help.
Regarding the ring road and the strategic development 
in Hulme Walfield, this is progressing as we can all see. 
I am aware that this impacts many of our residents, 
so we continue to work to have as positive an outcome 
as we can for us all. Pat shares the current position in 
her article on homes. In addition, we are having further 
discussions with Bloor Homes to discuss the public 
footpath and access.
Our focus in 2018 is traffic. We are aware of the damage 
to our lanes and verges, the volume of commuter traffic 
and need for more courteous driving. As part of this 
initiative we have invited Jon Carruthers, an expert on 
traffic, to our Annual Parish Meeting on 5th April. This is 
a great opportunity for you to hear more about the work 
we are doing and ask questions. I am expecting this to 
be a very enlightening meeting.
I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible on 
the 5th April.
Best regards,

        Mark Wakerly – Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

To keep up to date on your parish, please visit
hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk
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Our guest speaker at this year’s AGM will be John 
Carruthers from VTC Consultants who are traffic 
management experts, advising Councils across the UK on 
traffic management solutions. 
The use of our lanes as rat runs is becoming an increasing 
concern. This coupled with fears of the situation increasing 
as the new houses are built around Congleton and in our 
parishes has led the parish council to conclude we need a 
clear parish road strategy to address the issues.
In order to convince the Cheshire East Council to take 
action to our first step was to gather data to quantify the 
problem, so we ran a traffic survey last year. We instructed 
VTC Consultants to collect road use data which included 
type of vehicle, number of vehicles and their speed. They 
laid data hoses at 5 key places across the parishes over a 
period of 7 days in November. (This data will be shared at 
the Annual Parish Meeting). John will present the findings 
from the data they captured and discuss potential options 
to help reduce the problems we are experiencing. 
We also then conducted a resident’s survey and had a 
tremendous response, with 61 completed questionnaires. 
Your feedback was consistent – overuse of the lanes at rush 
hour periods, people travelling too fast/unsafely on narrow 
roads and unsuitable unkempt passing places on the lanes 
especially on narrow lanes such as Smithy Lane and Mill 
Lane. Nearly 20 near misses were reported in these 
surveys. Thank you for your feedback – it is invaluable! 
Please keep it coming – you can report any dangerous 
driving/near misses or problems on our website:
hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk
Please Come Along!

Highways Update : RAT RUNS

HOUSING REPORT
Nothing much further to report on the Worth Developments or the specified site on the west side of Giantswood Lane. There 
is still discussion continuing with regard to the proposed east/west crossing at the end of the fishery lane in order to link the 
two sites  together. There is also some interest in this from the Cycling campaign who wish to have a circular route of 
cycleways to allow cycling to school and other places. With regard to the Bloor Homes development taking place off the 
A34, this is continuing and an application has been made by them to increase the present 96 dwellings to 134. The site was 
original scheduled for 150 dwellings which have now been reduced to the present number. However, the application for the 
extra 30 houses is still awaiting approval.
Some complaints have been received from locals concerning the closure of FPs 2 and 3. A meeting was held with Bloor 
Homes earlier in the year to discuss when FP 2 would be opened up again. Legally Bloor Homes should have provided an 
alternative temporary route whilst building was in progress but this has not happened, however we are assured that the 
paths will be available for use at the end of March. At this time FP2 will remain just a footpath but will be upgraded to a 
bridle/cycleway once the links to the link road are in place – which could be a while!
The Parish Council has recently been consulted by two people wishing to build 4 bungalows for seriously disabled persons 
on a green field site opposite Crab Mill Farm. These bungalows would be big enough to allow a whole family to live together. 
They wished to seek our opinion on this proposal before proceeding further. No application for this has been made and this 
will depend on what the planning dept. have to say. This will be the first application for building for which we can use our 
brand new Neighourhood Plan to influence the outcome, if any. There is nothing further to report on the White lining 
application. However, this is a brown field site therefore some new builds will eventually appear. Again our Neighbourhood 
Plan will be used to influence the number of new builds.

Pat Amies

ACCOUNTS 2017 / 2018


