
Chairman’s Welcome
Welcome to our new newsletter, 
which we hope you’ll find inform-
ative!

Such a lot has happened since our 
last newsletter in the Spring. The 
most notable change has been the 
progression of the link road and 
new housing plans under Chesh-
ire East’s Local Plan which has a 
significant impact on our parish.

Your councillors are working 
hard on everyone’s behalf to try 
to influence positive outcomes for 
residents and businesses, but we 
really do need to come together as 
a community to craft and protect 
the living and working environ-
ments of the parish. Please get 
involved!

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a happy, 
peaceful and pros-
perous New Year.

Graham Silman
Chairman
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Link Road and New Housing

YOUR VIEWS MATTER! 

Email any comments or 
concerns you have to:  

jmasonparishclerk@
gmail.com

Hearings for the second local plan 
concluded on 21st October. Mr Ste-
phen Pratt will consider whether the 
plan should be adopted.

There is some doubt as to wheth-
er the link road will ever be built. 
Funding still has a shortfall of £3.4m 
which Cheshire East Council says it 
will underwrite in full if necessary 
but does not say where the money 
will come from. 

There is some concern that because 
Cheshire East has no 5 year housing 
supply, developers will look else-
where and Mr Pratt has been quoted 
as saying “if you don’t get the devel-
opment you don’t get the link road”  

So is it a case of chicken and egg? 

A separate consultation exhibition 
was held on 21st October to gather 
feedback on a large development 
on land in the parish between Gi-
antswood Lane and Manchester 
Road. This phase will see 500 homes 
developed along with a shopping 

area and a new primary school. This 
indicative plan is in addition to 96 
homes in the same area which is 
subject to a separate planning appli-
cation.

Whilst it is intended that the main ac-
cess to this development will be from 
Manchester Road , Cheshire East 
Council have asked the developers, 
The Worth Partnership,  to place two 
access points on Giantswood Lane. 
Additionally, Cheshire East Council  
are considering putting in an East/
West access road form Giantswood 
Lane to Viking Way. 

This is of great concern to us given 
the challenges we experience as a 
parish already with people using the 
lanes as rat runs at certain times of 
the day.

The parish council intend to fight this 
and a meeting is being arranged with 
Cheshire East Council to raise our 
concerns.

While we accept Cheshire East’s 
local plan will undoubtably have a 
significant effect on our community 
we are working hard to influence 
and minimise the impact for existing 
local residents.

Full details of the information pro-
vided at the exhibition can be found 
on our website.

Pat Amies
Councillor

CHESHIRE EAST LOCAL PLAN STRATEGY SL – 2014

CHESHIRE EAST NORTH CONGLETON MASTERPLAN – 2015

CHESHIRE EAST DRAFT LOCAL PLAN – 2016

Up to 500 dwellings, primary school and shopping facility

The site has progressed through the stages 
of the emerging Cheshire East Local Plan,

initially as site SL8, and then as CS46. 
The North Congleton Master Plan

commissioned by Cheshire East Council
endorsed the development of the site.

Land between
Manchester Road &

Giantswood Lane
Congleton

FOR THE WORTH 
PARTNERSHIP

hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk

Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths
Parish Council



Neighbourhood Plan 
Update

Infrastructure Update
Rat Run - Slow Down! 

It’s no joke hitting potholes on our 
parish roads. Help is at hand though! 
If you spot a pot hole that needs at-
tention, visit Cheshire East’s website 
highways section and follow instruc-
tions to report the offending hole. 
The highways team will then arrange 
to get it fixed.

Giantswood lane has been more 
watery lane, with blocked gulleys 
in Hulme Walfied and Somerford 

Booths causing problems in the par-
ish for much of the year.

The parish council have had numer-
ous conversations with Cheshire 
East highways and we’re pleased to 
report that remedial works are now 
being planned to address both prob-
lem areas. 

Gail Booth
Councillor

Hole in one?

Our roads are already treacherous 
at certain times of the day as people 
use our parish as a racy cut through 
on their daily commute. This will 
only get worse if people in new 
planned housing use our roads as cut 
throughs too.  

The problem is that the national 
speed limit applies on most of our 
roads and lanes so technically people 
aren’t speeding. But that doesn’t 
make it safe especially as there are 
no footpaths, using our lanes can 
be a hairy experience for walkers 
cyclists and riders. 

So what be done about it?  

We’d like to start keeping a log 
dangerous driving, so if you witness 
someone driving inappropriately 
on our roads, please send us an 
email, or add a comment to our new 
facebook page, stating the time of 
the incident, what happened and if 
possible any details of the offending 
vehicle. We will then speak to the 
authorities with a mass of evidence. 
Of course, you can always log an 
incident with the police by dialling 
101.

The parish council was reformed 
in October 2014. Your councillors 
volunteer their time to champion the 
interests of  residents and businesses 
of the parish in Cheshire East Coun-
cil.

Founding councillors  Graham Sil-
man, Pat Amies, Karen Ogden, Arthur 
Smith and Jeffery Lockett were elect-
ed to serve a 4 year term. Julie Mason 

– Parish Clerk, serves our parish as 
well as Cranage, Newbold Astbury 
cum Moreton and Somerford.

Graham has lived in HW for 6 years 
and is passionate about infrastructure 
and housing development.

Pat has lived in HW for over 20 years 
and has particular interest in housing 
development

Karen has lived in HW for 3 years, 

Environment Update

Meet your Councillors

Since the last time we communi-
cated the Neighbourhood Planning 
Steering Committee are continuing 
to gather information and evidence 
(from businesses, residents, Chesh-
ire East, Wildlife Organisations etc) 
to inform the developing Neigh-
bourhood Plan to help ensure it 
meets the needs of parishes of both 
Hulme Walfield and Somerford 
Booths.
The plan will address  key areas 
and each one has it’s own objec-
tive: 
1. Housing 
2. Infrastructure 
3. Environment
4. Heritage
5. Rural Economy
The Cheshire East local plan al-
ready affects a large part of our par-
ish. Our Neighbourhood Plan, once 
approved, will be a legal document 
that will help influence, guide and 
protect future development of our 
parish. 
Our plan will set out clear policies 
in each of these areas that help us 
to acheive the five objectives.
There is already so much work 
underway in each area and we we 
would love more volunteers to 
help. Please get in touch. 

Karen Ogden
Neighbourhood Plan Committee Chair

Housing and Design Update



The parish council reviews all applica-
tions affecting our community at each 
council meeting, providing feedback 
to Cheshire East’s planning team. 

In addition to individual applications 
we are working hard to influence the 
development of large scale house-
building, which forms part of Chesh-
ire East’s strategic housing develop-
ment plan. For example, in August 
we reviewed and supported resident’s 
objections against the planning appli-

cation by Bloor Homes for 96 homes 
off Giantswood Lane.  

Have your say! - All planning applica-
tions can be found on Cheshire East’s 
website. Visit cheshireeast.gov.uk and 
choose planning and planning appli-
cations. You are also invited to attend 
the Parish Council meetings. See our 
website More information.

Infrastructure Update
Rat Run - Slow Down! 

Booths causing problems in the par-
ish for much of the year.

The parish council have had numer-
ous conversations with Cheshire 
East highways and we’re pleased to 
report that remedial works are now 
being planned to address both prob-
lem areas. 

Gail Booth
Councillor

So what be done about it?  

We’d like to start keeping a log 
dangerous driving, so if you witness 
someone driving inappropriately 
on our roads, please send us an 
email, or add a comment to our new 
facebook page, stating the time of 
the incident, what happened and if 
possible any details of the offending 
vehicle. We will then speak to the 
authorities with a mass of evidence. 
Of course, you can always log an 
incident with the police by dialling 
101.

– Parish Clerk, serves our parish as 
well as Cranage, Newbold Astbury 
cum Moreton and Somerford.

Graham has lived in HW for 6 years 
and is passionate about infrastructure 
and housing development.

Pat has lived in HW for over 20 years 
and has particular interest in housing 
development

Karen has lived in HW for 3 years, 

she has championed and led the 
development of the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

In August two new councillors, Mark 
Wakerly and Gail Booth, were co-opt-
ed on to the council.  Mark Wakerly 
has lived in Somerford Booths for 
6 years and is passionate about the 
environment and the rural economy.  
Gail Booth moved into Somerford 

Booths 2 years ago and is passionate 
about Infrastructure and Housing.

Arthur Smith resigned in 2015 and 
Jeffery Lockett, resigned in the Sum-
mer. We would also like to extend 
a huge thank you to both Arthur 
and Jeffery for their hard work and 
dedication since the Parish Council 
reformed.

Environment Update

Meet your Councillors

When we think of our Parishes we 
think countryside. We are lucky to 
have such open, green and tree filled 
areas where we live. 

In the recent survey our residents 
said our environment is one of the 
most precious things about living in 
the parish. 

We have commissioned an envi-
ronmental survey with the Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust to form part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, so we better 

understand the diversity and are 
better informed on the critical areas 
for wildlife. 

If you think you have a local area 
that is precious to you, be it the 
bluebells in the woods, the local bird 
life in an old overgrown hedgerow 
or woodland, a natural flower mead-
ow or those rare breeds grazing in a 
nearby field we would love to hear 
from you. 

Tell us what’s precious to you about 

our environment. Send us your pic-
tures or just drop us a line with your 
favourite places to jmasonparish-
clerk@gmail.com. If you would like 
advice on how to keep our local en-
vironment green and thriving contact 
us.

Mark Wakerley
                                                   Councillor

Pat Amies
Councillor

Top L-R Cllrs Mark Wakerly, Karen Ogden and Gail Booth. 
Bottom L-R Cllr Pat Amies Graham Silman and Parish Clerk Julie Mason. 

Housing and Design Update



Working better with the rural com-
munity to help combat rural crime 
has been the aim of local police 
and the Cheshire NFU recently. 
Days out have been spent over the 
past couple of months with officers 
from Cheshire’s rural police team 
and Helen Wainwright Cheshire 
NFU County Advisor. 

The aim of the days has been to 
introduce the offices to members of 
the rural community. 

The police went out with Helen 
who introduced them to local farm-
ers and businesses and each officer 
handed out business cards with 

their contact details on. The officers 
explained who to contact in differ-
ent situations, from dialling 999 if 
an incident is happening at the time 
to emailing your local officer if you 
see a suspicious vehicle. 

Mentioning your local officer when 
reporting incidents means they are 
made aware of the situation and 
they can ensure the issue is dealt 
with. It also ensures that the person 
who reported the incident receives 
feedback on the actions taken.

The rural community are fantastic 
eyes and ears as they quickly know 
if something different is occurring. 
Knowing the rural contact and who 
to report these things to, is a great 
step forward in helping to tackle 
rural crime. 

PC Barbara Evans
Somerford & Hulme Walfield 
Rural Beat Officer
Collar Number:   4616
Email:       barbara.evans4616@
cheshire.pnn.police.uk

Dont miss out on things that are 
important in our parish!

We are a small community of just 
142 homes, but we’re spread over 
a large area, so staying in touch 
isn’t always easy. 

Keep up to date on what’s hap-
pening in your area by visiting 
our website and registering your 
email address. We’ll then send 
you email updates of any relevant 
changes you should know about.

More ways to stay in 
touch

We’re excited to announce the 
launch of our very own facebook 
page. Tell us what matters to you, 
what you love about our parish 
and let’s keep in touch about 
what’s going on in our area. Join 
and like us!

 
Better still get involved!

We really need your help and 
input. Why not come along to 
one of the council meetings 
or better still join our neigh-
bourhood plan action group 
and shape the policies that are 
important to us. Call Gail on 
07720 316558 or visit our web-
site for more details.

Keep in touch

Heritage update
What’s your favourite view?

hulmewalfieldandsomerfordboothsparishcouncil.co.uk

One of the main things people said 
they were keen to protect in the re-
cent neighbourhood plan surveys was 
the wonderful views we enjoy. 

There are so many from the fields 
and woodlands through to the 
streams and the river Dane, not to 
mention the many old buildings we 
have full of character. 

In true Countryfile style, we’ve de-
cided to launch our own competition 
to find the best views in our parish. 

Send us pictures of the things you 
love about living in our parish. We 
would like to use many of your 
pictures to support the information in 
our neighbourhood plan and make it 
truly represent our Parish, and at our 
first Neighbourhood plan meeting in 
the New Year we will choose the best 
picture for the front page of the plan. 
Send your photos to jmasonparish-
clerk@gmail.com.

Local Police getting to know the Rural Community


